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A FOREWORD BY THE BISHOP OF NEWCASTLE

A hundred years ago in our Diocese the Church was flourishing in the establishment of new parishes
and splendid new church buildings. I have been privileged to take part in many Centenary
celebrations in the last eight years and there are still some to come.
The establishment of St. John's Vacy in 1887 was part of that church growth and I am delighted
that the people of Vacy and their friends will be able to celebrate this wonderful event.
One constantly marvels at the courage of our Christian forebears and their great visionary faith:
and Christians today have come into a very goodly heritage. It is our responsibility today to ensure
that the Christian faith is handed on soundly and compassionately into the future.
This commemorative book written by Mrs Jeffrey Stevenson and illustrated by the Reverend Rod
Galagher is an excellent record marking the first hundred years of St. John's Vacy and I am very
glad to commend it.

t ~,.~ 1~J,.~
The Rt. Reverend A.C. Holland
Bishop of Newcastle

INTRODUCTION
In commemorating the centenary of a church it is important to remember that the "Church" is
the People - those whom God's love has drawn into a fellowship.
This book therefore is not only about a church building, its furnishings and ornaments, but about
the people who have made it sacred by their prayers, their reverence and their loving care.
In preparing a book such as this, it is all too easy to remember the Prominent, the Rich and the
Colourful and to overlook the humble and faithful, whose contribution, though less obvious, is
possibly of greater lasting value.
Barbara Stevenson's careful research and the helpful contributions of so many people have combined
to give this book a balance in this respect.
In preparing the pencil sketches too, I must say how grateful I am to so many people for sharing
snippets of history, showing me the sites of buildings, and allowing me access to their properties.
We celebrate this centenary with justifiable pride and also with a prayer, that through the witness
of this church, future generations may know the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit.

The Reverend R.C. Galagher
Priest in Charge

•-----THE STORY OF ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, VACY
On the morning of Thursday,8th December, 1887, Vacy was simmering with excitement as people gathered from near
and far for a most important occasion - the opening and dedication of the new St. John's Church of England.
Vacy, a small town at the junction of the Paterson and Allyn Rivers, was - and still is - in the Parish of Paterson, which
until three years before had extended to Gresford and the Upper Paterson and Upper Allyn.
Though wet weather had delayed the opening of the new church for several months the great day dawned fine and warm
- fortunate, since 120 people had been invited to a lunch party in the church grounds after the service.
It was a day for widespread celebration and the declaration of a truce in the friendly feud between Paterson and the recently
formed Gresford parish. One visiting cleric described it as the day "when they had Gresford and Paterson shaking hands
over Vacy ".

"The Maitland Mercury" also must have considered the opening to be of district-wide significance. Its edition of Saturday
lOth December, devoted two and a half columns - some 3,500 words to its coverage of the event and even treated its
readers to a word for word copy of the entire sermon, or "discourse" as it termed it, delivered by the Vicar-General, Canon
A.E. Selwyn.
Canon Selwyn was there in his capacity of Administrator of the Diocese of Newcastle, a position he held from January
1887 for rnore than four years during the ill health and absence overseas of Bishop J.B. Pearson.
According to the "Mercury" the residents of Vacy were joined by "a large number of their co-religionists from higher up
the river" and the church was packed with the overflow sitting outside.
As well as Canon Selwyn, clergy present were the incumbent of the Paterson parish, Rev.W. Swindlehurst, Canon Lovick
Tyrrell, and Revs. S. Simm, F.D. Bode, C. Walsh, T.D. Warner, W. Tellis, R.E. Goddard and A.J.H. Priest.
Church wardens who took part in that first service were Messrs. F.W. Cann, James Puxty and Gilbert Cory. Their successors
in 1987 as St. John's celebrates its centenary are Messrs. A.H. Bowd, D.V. Collison and W.S. Sternbeck. Mr L.J. Clements,
whose father, the late Mr P.E. Clements was a warden for many years till his death in 1964, is the present vestry
secretaryI treasurer.

For his discourse Canon Sewlyn chose his text from Ephesians iii, verses 20, 21. The hymns sung at the first service were
"The Church's One Foundation", "Christ Is Made The Sure Foundation", "The King of Love My Shepherd is", concluding
with "Blessed City, Heavenly Salem".
The collection plate yielded the "handsome" sum of 38 pounds 12 shillings and 10 pence.
Judging by his eloquence the "Mercury" reporter was as much impressed by the lunch party that followed as by the church
service. "The members of the Church of England at Vacy were determined that nothing should be spared in welcoming
those who came to share in their joy, and after the service all present were invited to a luncheon", he wrote. ''A large booth
had been erected in the church ground, in which two tables were placed the full length, providing accommodation for about
120 persons. An abundant spread was provided by the ladies of the congregation, and their efforts were amply appreciated
by those present, many of whom came from a distance. Abundance of all sorts of provisions and delicacies were provided,
and the tables were tastefully decorated, and numerous matrons and maids were most assiduous in seeing that their guests
were well supplied".
He then went on to recount in minute detail the speeches, toasts and votes of thanks, including Mr Gilbert Cory's comment
that he hoped Canon Selwyn's "discourse would have a proper effect".

1~-------

THE CONSTRUCTION

This new church of which Vacy was justifiably proud was built on land donated by Mr Cory on the main Paterson-Gresford
road, opposite the public school. Designed by architects, Messrs A.C. and W.M. Lee, and built by Mr James Richardson,
all of West Maitland, construction was of red brick on a concrete base, with shingled roof and belfry on the west end. Windows
were of multi-coloured cathedral glass lead lights. The builder's contract price was 650 pounds, but by the time the church
was furnished the cost to parishioners was 800 pounds. It was not until 1903 during the incumbency of Canon John Shaw
that the debt was fully paid and the church consecrated by Bishop G.H. Stanton.
Construction of the church had been interrupted frequently by rain and on one occasion 32,000 bricks ready for firing,
had been ruined by flood waters. Clay for these bricks was dug on a property at the corner of the Gresford and Summer
Hill roads, opposite Mr & Mrs L.J. Clement's farm , where kilns for their firing had been set up by Mr Pont, of Maitland.
Remains of these old bricks, covered with undergrowth, can still be found on the site today.
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MEMORIALS
Four stained glass windows representing the Evangelists, Saints Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, had been installed in the
sanctuary ready for the opening service. They were in memory of Mr Cory's first wife, the former Jeannette Georgina Rens,
of Sydney, whom he had married in January 1838. Having presented her husband with 10 children Mrs Cory died in
1854, aged 39 years. Mr Cory later remarried and sired another eight children.
The bell in the belfry which pealed for the first time that day and still summons Vacy Anglicans to worship, was the gift
of Mrs John Horn, of "Cory Vale", Vacy.
In the 100 years since St. John's was built it has been richly endowed with memorial gifts by parishioners. Income from
perpetual bequests from Miss Susan Cory and the Fairhall and Gillespie families contribute to the care of the sanctuary
and the organ.
As well as giving the land for the church and the stained glass windows the Cory family later gave the brass alter cross
in memory of Gilbert Cory who died in 1896 and his second wife, Charlotte Elizabeth, who died in 1924. The wooden
canopy over the cross was given in memory of Susan Annie Cory who died in 1931.
A pair of fine brass candlesticks on the altar were given in memory of Mr Percy Clements, a church warden for nearly
20 years until his death in 1964.
Also on the altar are a pair of brass vases bearing the inscription "In memory of Walter and Bessie Tucker who worshipped
in this church from 1884 to 1922 from their daughter, Vacie Martin", and a brass lectern in memory of Josiah Morcom
who died in 1878 and Margaret Morcom who died in 1899. (Mr Morcom was the school teacher at Vacy from 1862 until
his death when he was succeeded by his daughters, the Misses Edith and Margaret Morcom) .
A wooden pedestal, made by Mr John Garland, of Woodville, with brass jardiniere, was given in memory of Eliza Alice
(Lila) Fairhall who died in 1958,and her dusband,William Joseph (Claude) Fair hall, of "Hillview", Vacy, who died in 1959.
Members of the Brooker family gave the chalice and paten in memory of William Joshua Brooker (1876-1943) who was
a church warden for 40 years, and the sanctuary lamp in memory of Hannah Brooker (1881-1966) , a guild member for
17 years. The cedar box for the chalice was made by Raymond Brooker.
A brass alms dish was given in memory of Emma Horn who died in 1909 and her husband, John Horn , who died in
1930. In the church yard is a brick columbarium in memory of Jay Bramwell Horn who died in 1963, and on the north
wall of the church, a marble tablet commemorating the life of John Frederick Horn (1885-1944).
Memorials to former incumbents given by the parishioners of Vacy include the marble christening font to honour Canon
John Shaw B.A. , who died in 1904 shortly after leaving the Paterson parish; and the gates at the church yard entrance
erected in 1928 in memory of Rev. A.C. Hirst, later a Canon at Christchurch Cathedral, Newcastle, who died in 1926,
and Canon P.S. Luscombe B.A. , later Archdeacon of Gloucester, who died in 1927.
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THE CORY FAMILY
At the time St. John's was built Vacy had the rare status of being a private town owned lock, stock and barrel by Mr Gilbert
Cory. Mr Cory's father, Mr John Cory Snr. , and his two older brothers, Mr Edward Gostwyck Cory and Lieutenant John
Johnston Cory R.N., came out from Devonshire, England, and took up properties along the Paterson and Allyn rivers between
1823 and 1825, which they called "Vacy ", "Gostwyck" and "Cory Vale".
Mr Gilbert Cory followed his father and brothers to Australia in 1828 and took over "Vacy" from his father who had returned
to England. Eleven years later he inherited "Cory Vale", which included "Tackbear" and "Neyarra", from his brother, Lietenant
John Cory, later of Bickham, Page's River, who died in Sydney on 26th June, 1839.
Over the years Mr Gilbert Cory sold some of his land, including the original "Cory Vale" homestead block in 1879 to
Mr John Horn, whose descendants still own it today, and the site of the present Vacy school for which he was paid 73
pounds. The rest of Vacy township however remained in the possession of the Cory family until it was sold at public auction
in 1927, 32 years after Mr Cory's death , and three years after the death of his second wife, Charlotte.
Mr Gilbert Cory who died in 1896, aged 84, is buried beside his first wife, Jeannette Georgina, in St. Paul's Church of
England grave yard at Paterson . His second wife, Charlotte, rests in the grave next to them. Several of his children and
his elder brother, Edward Gostwyck Cory, are also buried nearby. Lieutenant John Cory is buried in the Devonshire Street
cemetery, Surry Hills, Sydney.
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AND IN THE BEGINNING
The history of Anglican worship in Vacy dates back many years before the building of the new church in 1887. In earliest
times services were held in a private home, its whereabouts unrecorded, which was at the disposal of all denominations.
In 1849 Bishop Tyrrell (Bishop of Newcastle from 1848 to 1879) granted 10 pounds from the funds of the Society for
the Propagation of the Gospel in England towards building a church at Vacy. The Bishop's principle was "to assist residents
in their exertions to provide the necessary material equipment, not to do for them what he considered they should do
for themselves".
Mr Gilbert Cory had provided land for this church - near the site of the present bush fire brigade and the Farmers' Hotel
- and was prepared to make a contribution to its cost. According to Mr Cory's daughter, Mrs H.L. Worthington , Bishop
Tyrrell took exception to Mr Cory's proposal that it should be a "union church". The Bishop wrote: "The experience of
the clergy in general over many years in many dioceses has proved that in nine cases out of ten "union churches" do
not promote unity and it is hardly worth while to risk being the tenth". Mr Cory gave way and this church, a slab-walled
shingle-roofed structure built in 1849, was used by Anglicans of Vacy for nearly 40 years.
Links between the past and present churches include the credence table in St. John's which stands on the cedar base of
the original font, and the pews with divisions at the back of St. John's which are thought to have come from the first church.
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THE CLERGY
The story of the Paterson parish clergy had an illustrious start. The first incumbent, Rev. John Jennings Smith M.A. (Cantab)
was the first cousin of Queen Victoria - though 35 years her senior - and had been one of her preceptors before she came
to the throne. By all accounts he was a remarkable man, loved by both his family and flock, whose dedication to his religion
was responsible for his coming to Australia.
Born in London in 1784, he married Miss Anne Timberlake, a member of a well to do English county family, in 1818.
When nearly 40 he went up to St. Catherine's Hall, Cambridge, to study for his degree with a view to taking Holy Orders.
He was ordained in 1827 and after several country tenures, came to London to tutor the future Queen Victoria. But Mr
Jennings Smith's burning desire was for a colonial chaplaincy and the Queen helped him achieve this.
With his wife, their 10 children and son-in-law, Captain C.H. Horsley, Mr Jennings Smith arrived in Sydney on 29th September,
1839, and two days later set out for Morpeth by boat. From Morpeth the family walked 14 miles through the bush reaching
their new home in Paterson at 10.00p.m. on 2nd October. The next day their daughter, Anne, Captain Horsley's wife,
had her first baby, Charles John. Mr and Mrs Jennings Smith also had an Australian baby, their daughter, Florence Adelaide,
who was born at Paterson in 1841.
The home awaiting the Jennings Smith family was a small four-roomed cottage, but after a visit by Bishop Broughton the
following year more rooms were added and a garden laid out.
When Mr Jennings Smith came to the newly formed Parish of Paterson in 1839 there was no church building of any sort
from the Hunter to Barrington Tops and he conducted services in the school house in Paterson, a private home in Vacy
and a store in Gresford.
Since wedding rings were a scarce commodity Mrs Jennings Smith often lent hers for the ceremony. It became something
of a tradition in the parish to be married with Mrs Jennings Smith's ring.
Through the tireless efforts of Mr and Mrs Jennings Smith, and helped by contributions from their own limited financial
resources, St. Paul's Church, Paterson, was built and consecrated by Bishop Broughton on 27th November, 1845.
Less than a year after his beloved St. Paul's was built tragedy struck when Mr Jennings Smith was thrown from his gig
on his way to visit his son-in-law, Captain Horsley, at Hexham. He died four days later, on 8th September, 1846, without
regaining consciousness. He is buried in St. Paul's grave yard, as is his eldest son, John Sketchley Bateman Smith, who
died at Sofala in 1852, aged 32 years.
Mrs Jennings Smith survived her husband by 38 years living in Sydney with a son, Mr Harold Selwyn Smith, and then
her youngest daughter, Mrs Edward Milner Stephen . She died in 1884, aged 90.
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The people of Paterson parish were blessed further with Mr Jennings Smith's successors who included distinguished and
gifted scholars, artists and musicians. They were:F.W. Addams (1846-84)
H.C. Claughton and C. Walsh (locum tenens 1860-61)
C.E. Amos (1884-85)
W. Swindlehurst (1886-88)
J. Shaw B.A. (1889-1903)
S. Taylor B.A. (1903-08)
A.C. Hirst (1908-22)
P.S. Luscombe B.A. (1922-24)
W.C. Latham (1924)
H.M.R. Rupp B.A. (1924-30)
B.I. Hobart (1930-34)
G.B. Stephenson (1934-45)
N.A. Pullin (1945-49)
J.R. Kemp (1949-52)
J.T. Corrigan (1952-56)
K. Coaldrake (1956-57)
W. Brooke (1958-65)
C.J. Taylor (1966-75)
J.W. Sadiq M.A., B.D. (1976-80)
J.V.J. Robinson and J. Sherlock (relief clergy 1981)
R. Haire (1982)
A.L.V. Jones (1982-85)
R.C. Galagher (1986To mention but a few of these:Though not the colourful figure of his predecessor Frederick William Addams was to nurture this parish from struggling
infancy to full maturity. He was one of the first clergymen to be ordained in the colony by Bishop Broughton having been
made deacon on 22nd December, 1844, and priested on 8th March, 1846. Following Mr Jennings Smith's death in 1846
Bishop Broughton appointed him to the Parish of Paterson which he was to serve for the next 38 years.

His incumbency saw many notable achievements - the opening of the church school at Lostock in December, 1846; building
of the first Vacy church in 1849; building the church school at Eccleston in 1854; and building the first St. Anne's Church
at Gresford in 1857. Mr Addams represented the parish at the first synod of the Diocese of Newcastle in 1865. He retired
to Sydney on 24th March, 1884, but not before he had made arrangements for the division of the parish to create the
Parish of Gresford. It is most likely he was involved in planning the present St. John's at Vacy. Later Mr Addams married
the widow of Dr. Newbury of Paterson.
Rev. H.M.R. Rupp, a keen historian , author and botanist, carried on voluminous correspondence over many years with
Professor A.P. Elkin which was used in the Professor's history of the Diocese of Newcastle,. Mr Rupp's book, "A Guide
to the Orchids of NSW." published in 1930, is still a revered work among orchid fanciers.
Rev. Blake Isadore Horbart was a talented craftsman and musician. He hand carved the reredos behind the altar in St.
John's and presented it to the church in 1934. The church choir reached a high standard of performance under his guidance.
One of the most memorable appointments to the Paterson parish was that of a retired Indian bishop, Right Rev. John W.
Sadiq. Bishop of Nagpur, India from 1957 to 1970, he came to Paterson in 1976 with an international reputation in the
Christian church. Conferences he had attended as a member of the main executive committee of the World Council of
Churches included the Vatican Council in Rome in 1963, at which he had an audience with Pope Paul VI. He had been
presented to Queen Elizabeth at Lambeth conferences in London in 1958 and 1968.
At the age of 66 this famous man and his beloved wife, Lovinia, came to spend their retirement in the tranquility and peace
of the Paterson parish where their humility, warmth and devotion won them a special place in the hearts of their parishioners.
Bishop Sadiq's great vision was for an ecumenical Christian church . In his autobiography, unfinished at the time of his
death, he described himself as a "congenital ecumaniac". He died on Maundy Thursday, 1980, four months before his
70th birthday, and is buried in St. Paul's church yard at Paterson.

RECENT CLERGY
Vacy is proud of its association with the late Archdeacon J.V.J. Robinson. Though he was born in Beccles, England, Vacy
claimed him as her own when he came here at the age of 14 in 1925 and later married a local girl, the former Miss May
Brooker, whose great grandfather, Mr John Brooker, of Paterson, was the keeper of church accounts and church warden
for Mr Jennings Smith .
After working as a farmer for the Horn family, the young John Robinson entred St. John's College, Morpeth, in 1935
and preached his first sermon at St. John's, Vacy, on 29th December in that year. After his ordination he was appointed
to the Diocese of Grafton but on the outbreak of World War II enlisted as a Chaplain in the A.I.F. serving in the Middle
East and Pacific areas. He retired from military service in 1958 with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel and in 1967 was awarded
the Queen's efficiency decoration. After the war he returned to the Grafton Diocese where he became Archdeacon
Administrator until his retirement in 1971. In 1981 he was awarded the M.B.E. for services to religion.
Archdeacon Robinson, with his May, came home to Vacy to live in 1977 and until his death in 1986 worked tirelessly
as assistant to the rector in the parish he loved.
Dr. A.L.V. Jones administered the parish on a part time basis from 1982 to 1985 while holding the important position
of Lecturer of the New Testament at St. John's College, Morpeth.
The present priest-in-charge, Rev. R.C. Galagher, is a gifted artist. Examples of his talent are the fine illustrations in this
book. He and his wife, Coral, a fine musician and present organist at St. John's, have been the inspiration and driving
force behind the current centenary celebrations.
It is not surprising that there was the odd black sheep in this saintly flock. Local legend has it that one early incumbent,
whose tenure was brief, arrived with a stunning young housekeeper in tow whom he introduced as his "niece". Speculation
was rife as to their true relationship.

WOMEN'S GUILD

It was during the incumbency of Canon Luscombe that St. John's Women's Guild was formed on 14th November 1923.
The 20 women present elected Mrs Hamilton L. Worthington (nee Charlotte Cory) as their first president, Mrs V.T. Osborne
vice president, Miss L. Bird secretary, and Mrs P.E. Clements as treasurer. An annual subscription of 2 shillings and six
pence was agreed to.
Mrs Jay Bramwell Horn (nee Elsie Brooker) is the only original member who still belongs to the guild today.
Office bearers in this centenary year are Mesdames R.J.A. Ryan {president) , J.V.J . Robinson and R.C. Galagher (vice presidents) ,
A.E. Bowd (secretary) and W.J. Brooker (treasurer). Mrs Ryan, the former Colleen Cardow, belongs to one of Vacy's earliest
pioneer families. Her great grandfather,Mr William Cardow {spelt Cordoe or Cordow last century) came to Australia at
the invitation of Mr Gilbert Cory, arriving in the "Elizabeth" on 16th April, 1830. He was supervisor of farm labour on
Mr Cory's properties and later acquired property of his own in the Vacy district where his descendants still live. The Cardows
have been associated with St. John's since its inception.
Mrs W.J. Brooker, the former Dorrie Fairhall, of "Hillview" Vacy, is the guild's longest serving treasurer with 26 years in
office. Her grandmother, Mrs George Fairhall, of "Riverside", Vacy, and her mother-in-law, Mrs W.J. Brooker Snr. , of Vacy,
were both original guild members 64 years ago.
Over the years guild members have cared for and cleaned their church with tireless devotion, as well as supporting it financially.
Their many gifts include the oak hymn board and the altar frontal and dorsal. To mark its 60th anniversary in 1983 the
guild, led by Mrs Doris Foster, carried out major restoration work on the church.
To commemorate the life of Mrs Foster who died in 1986, her family are installing a cabinet for hymn and prayer books
which will be dedicated during this centenary year.
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CHOIR AND SUNDAY SCHOOL

A mixed-voice choir and the Sunday School were important activities at St. John's in earlier days. Though the choir, after
almost a century of service, disbanded during World War 11 music and singing still play a prominent part in Sunday services.
Organists over the years have included Mr Walter Tucker, of "Cardoness ", Vacy, Miss Murray, Mrs A. Hume, Miss I. Cann,
of "Elmshall", Vacy, Mrs J.B. Horn (nee Elsie Brooker), Mrs J.V.J . Robinson (nee May Brooker), Mrs A. Horn (nee Gladys
Brooker) and Mrs Doris Foster. Mrs J .B. Horn played for the first time at a wedding in 1918 at the age of 12. Mrs Coral
Galagher, wife of our priest-in-charge, is the present organist.
Mr Tucker was also superintendent of the Sunday school in the early 1900's. A highlight in the lives of his scholars was
the annual picnic to his home, "Cardoness ", about a mile from the town.
Other pillars of the Sunday school were Miss Susan Cory, the Misses Horn , Mr G.C. Sellens, Mr and Mrs V.T. Osborne
and Mrs Doris Foster. With dwindling numbers the Sunday school closed in the mid 1960's and Vacy children now go
to Martin's Creek.

THE CHANGING YEARS
Though St.John's remains basically unchanged since it was built, it has been faithfully maintained and updated .
In the beginning evening services were held by candle light but in 1910 acetylene gas lights were introduced. The gas making
plant, under the trees behind the church, was bought for 26 pounds, five shillings and seven pence and the shed over
the gasometer for one pound eighteen shillings. These gas lights, whose fittings are still in the church today, did service
until 1934 when electricity was connected.
At a special meeting of the vestry on 28th February, 1934, "the offer of the School of Arts committee for the supply of
electric current from its plant for the sum of four pounds ten shillings per annum" was accepted. (The School of Arts had
been built next door to the church in 1901). With the introduction of electricity the vestry sold the gas plant and shed for
twelve pounds.
In 1921, during Canon A.C. Hirst's incumbency, St. John's was given a new roof. The original shingles were replaced with
fibrolite slate by Mr A. Partridge Wall at a cost of 209 pounds ten shillings - half the price quoted for Welsh slate. The original
shingles remain on the belfry.
Rev. Blake Hobart's carved reredos which features the emblem of St. John and the letters alpha and omega from the Greek
alphabet was installed shortly before he left the parish at the end of 1934.
Other changes include the tiling of the chancel in 1908, the installation of the pulpit and book rest in 1913, then the lowering
of this pulpit to its present height in 1919. Mr H.H. Crouch, of Paterson, was engaged for one shilling and threepence
per hour to do this work.
Also in 1919 the Roll of Honour board bearing the names of those from St. John's who served in the Great War was erected.
The names are: Sister Amy Cann
Woodhouse, H .
Warden , A
Hicks, R
Clements, L
Cardow, H
Osmund, J

Worthington, Cory
Cory, E
Tucker, E
Mathews, D - Killed
Duggan, V
Clements, A
Tucker, R

Worthington, Claud
Robertson , H
Worthington, R
Duggan, E
Murray, J - Killed
Cardow, R

is the home of church warden , Mr. D.V. Collison, and his wife, Joan , who is a great grand-daughter
of Mr. John Horn , of "Cory Vale".

THE ORGAN
It was in 1934 that St. John's acquired its new reed organ which is still in use today. This fine instrument, made by the
Estey Company of Vermont, U.S.A. in 1910, was bought from Nicholson and Company, of Sydney, at a cost of 75 pounds.
This sum included Nicholson's trade-in of 8 pounds on the old organ.
The organ had its first major overhaul in 1947 with the Women's Guild meeting the 25 pound account.
In June, 1948, it was updated with the installation of an electric blower, with the Guild again meeting the cost. The vestry
decided that the blower should be "a thank offering from the church people of this district for the successful conclusion
of the 1939-1945 war".
After another overhaul by Mr Gray, of Singleton, the organ was heard in all its glory on 22nd October, 1953, when Newcastle
Cathedral choir and organist (the late Mr Keith Noake) came to St. John's to give a recital.
It was more than 30 years before the organ was done up again. In August, 1984,
Mr Andrew Grahame, of Newcastle, spent two weeks painstakingly repairing, cleaning
and tuning the instrument which he considered one of the finest of its size he had
seen. When the work was finished Mr Grahame gave a recital and played at Sunday
morning service.
The organ has played a prominent part in this year's centenary celebrations. On 2nd
August renowned Newcastle organist, Rev. David Cole, gave a recital of church music
of 100 years ago.
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Left to Right: Rev. B.I. Hobart, Messrs. Wesley Horn, James Somerville, Eddie Layer, John Robinson,
William Brooker and John Underhay.
Front Row: Misses Grace Brooker (Mrs. M. Weston) , Dorrie Layer (Mrs. G. Presland), May Brooker
(Mrs. J. Robinson) , Millie Layer (Mrs. R. Blaye) , Lily Mcinnes (Mrs. K. Lowrey), Ollie
Mcinnes (Mrs. N. Smith) and Edie Soper (Mrs. L. Walters).

EARLY DAYS
When St. John's was built Vacy was a bustling town with its own cattle sale yard, slaughter yards, hotel, general store,
church, school, post office, butcher shop, bakery, creamery, blacksmith, sports oval, a vineyard and tobacco and arrowroot
factories. Most of these properties were owned by Mr Gilbert Cory and leased to the tenants. The town also boasted a
resident doctor, a surveyor and regular visits from horse drawn travelling circuses which performed in front of the hotel.
The road to Gresford crossed the Paterson River at a ford below the hotel close to the junction with the Allyn River. The
ford was replaced by a low level bridge which was in use until the existing wooden bridge was built in 1898 high above
flood level.

AND NOW
Vacy today has its church, School of Arts, the same hotel, refurbished and with
a new motel next door, a store which incorporates the post office, Mcinnes's shed,
a panel beating workshop, the sports oval, bush fire brigade, school and school
master's residence, 17 houses, laid-on water and six street lights.
Present day inhabitants tend to feel the slackening pace of Vacy has increased its
charm. Where else, for instance would one see on a wintery Sunday morning people
like former post mistresses, Mrs Lily Lowrey and Mrs Jean Smith (daughters of
Mr and Mrs Angus Mcinnes) going up the road to church with a thermos of hot
water for the christening font- to take the chill off some poor shuddering little soul's
entry into the Christian Church.

THE FUTURE
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St. John's Church which has been described as "a gem of the Diocese" is treasured
as much by those who worship in it today as by those who built it.
To mark this centenary year Anglicans of the Paterson parish have pledged to care
for and maintain their church so future generations may appreciate its beauty when
they celebrate its bi-centenary in the year 2087.

;
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