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EARLY TRANSPORT
FOREWORD
(By MR. C. H. J. HARGREAVES, B.A., Inspector of S•c hools,
Maitland Inspectorate.)

The celebration of its centenary is as yet an unusual occasion
in the life of an Australian public school. It has only been possible
within the last twenty years, so Eccleston has become one of the
few. I extend my congratulations to all associated with the
celebration.
That this community has joined so enthusiastically with its
teacher in preparing for it shows an awareness of the importance
it attaches to the work of the school.
While we are possibly more generally aware of the need for
the education of all children to a greater depth than were those
parents of a hundred years ago we must nevertheless pay a grateful
tribute to the pioneers down the years, teachers and parents, for
their courage in the face of the many difficulties and dangers with
which their isolation presented them, and for their recognition of the
part a school should play in the life of a community. We are the
richer for their efforts.

Our early settler, being separated from market centres by long
stretches of ill-formed roads, made much use of the patient, slow
moving bullock teams in transporting goods such as· hides, tallow,
bacon, tobacco and wheat to market at Morpeth, Paterson and
Maitland. From town the teamsters brought flour, sugar, large boxes
of tea, ironware, bolts- of calico, bed ticking and 'print' dress
material. The eagerly awaited boiled sweets, lollysticks and bullseyes
for the children must not be fo-rgotten . Items. for the home medicine
chest included the hated 'blue boit tle' (castor oi~' 'senna tea',
ointment, pain killer and a small bottle of brandy. The latter was
helpful in lessening the discomfort of toothache and colds.
Bullock teams also hauled cedar from the beautiful brushes
along the banks of the Allyn and its tributaries. Interesting
remnants o-f this valuable softwood can be seen today, beautifully
mellowed by time, in the form of prized pieces of furniture and lining
boards in local homes. The interior of the district churches. is
enhanced by the use of cedar walls, ceiling and furniture.
From hills where cattle now graze, teams hauled hard wood logs
for home bule!ing, fencing, culvert and bridge construction . During
World War II a very great amount of timber was hauled by teams
fo-r use in military projects in the Pacific and elsewhere. Most of
the telephone and electric light poles in use at Eccleston were
hauled from the forest by bullock teams. Now the patient and useful
pioneer transport has been quite superseded by giant tractors.
The heavy cart, drawn by a sturdy cart horse, was a very useful
vehicle that served the settlers well in carrying goods. to and from
market. The spring cart was a welcome improvement, being lighter
and more comfortable. It was also used as a means of transport to

Let it be a reminder to us that sacrifices are still necessary
if all chilC.ren are to be given the opportunity of becoming through
education what they are capable of becoming. In these days this
cannot be achieved in the primary school alone.
For the children this is an historic occasion that will without
doubt live long in their memories. May it stimulate them always
to strive to do their best, to eschew evil and follow the good, and
to develop the high purpose of working throughout their lives,
not only for the betterment of their own nation, but for the welfare
of all people everywhere. So they will in their turn be honoured
as today we honour those who have gone before.
This is my wish for the pupils who are now the pioneers of
the second century in the life of this school.
-C. H. J. HARGREAVES,

Inspector of Schools,
Maitland .
Mr. Alf Archin al's bullock team hauling logs to Mr. Norman Joliffe's sawmill on Mr . J.
Watts property at Eccles to n.
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church and social visits. The children sat on the floo·r at the back
of the seat.
Drays, waggonettes, buggies and sulkies each played their role
in the story of transport in the early days, Sometime prior to 1908,
cream was carted in waggonettes. Children were taken to Gresford
in them for necessary visits to doctor or dentist, and fragrant hay
and the famous Paterson River oranges were carried in them.
Time required. for a family to go to Maitland by sulky was
three days - a day in which to make the journey in easy stages, a
day for visiting and shopping and a third day for the picturesque
drive home. If necessary the trip could be made in seven hours.
Perhaps some senior residents. can turn back the pages in the
book of memor y and see the fleeting, silver flash made by small
fish breaking the surface in the c'.eeper parts of the river crossings .
Do they still hear the exciting crunch and clatter of wheels lumbering
over the stones as the tired horses slowly but surely carried them
towards home? Surely the most nostalgic sound must have been
made by the faithfu l old cattle dog as he barked a welcome from
the familiar home gate.
Coaches running between Maitland and Gresford provided. a
more comfortable passenger service before the coming of motor
transport. This made travelling to and from school at holiday times
much easier for children who attended high school.
With the advent of the motor car and truck a dramatic change
was experienced. by the people of this district. Gone in some
considerable measure was the isolation, the discomfo·r t and long
time spent in travel.
We are told that the first car seen in Ecclestown was driven here
by Mr. Clyde Hancock of Gresford, who attended a Sports Day
held in 1917 in aid o.f the war effort. Seeing how eager the young
people were to try the new means o.f locomotion , a local resident
donated a can of petrol, and, as a result, quite a sum of money
was handed to the stan holders .
As there were at that time no local bridges, the wide use o.f cars
was slow in coming . Children walked long distances. to and from
school. Others rode their hardy ponies as far as 4 miles to school.
Mr. E. Marceau was the first teacher at this school to use a car
and. he relates that when he and his family set out for their first
holiday by car the late Sam Sivyer had to pull the car out of the
crossings by horse. This was about 1924.
Two crossings were eliminated mainly by voluntary labour. The
Dungog Shire built the necessary culverts and in general supervised
the work. The only machinery used was ploughs and scoops pulled
by bullocks. The rest was done the hard way - by pick and shovel.
Nowadays all river crossings are spanned by wooden or concrete
bridges or low-level concrete fords , and the road has been tarred
to within 3 miles of the Eccleston school.

statement that on Thursday last he arrived at the punt, and that
when the bullock driver drove the dray on to it, one of them
remarked to the puntman that there was no bar behind to prevent
the bullocks from going back into the water; the puntman stated
that none was required, but almost immediately the bullocks slipping
back, the dray went over the punt, dragging the bullocks after it,
and goods and all were immersed in the water.
Two of the bulocks were drowned, and the property on the dray
valued at £10 was stated to be damaged. The value of the bullocks
was about £40.
The names of the owners of the bullocks are
Alexander and James Munsie. Mr. Kenny was recommended to bill
the lessee for the amount of damage sustained by him, and upon
refusal to pay to summons him for the amount.

POST OFFICE
The first Post Office in Eccleston was established on 1st
January, 1859, and was in the charge of Reuben Sivyer. His salary was
£12 p.a. plus a small commission on the sale of postage stamps. The
office was opened as a result of representations made by a number
of land-holders in the Upper Allyn district, the moving spirit being
William B. Boydell.
The Postmaster General approved of the office being opened
and Reuben Sivyer's sureties were George Sales of Gresford and
Solomon Hopson of Eccleson. The latter died in 1864 and Francis
Jarrett then became a surety.
There were few letters handled at Eccleston and in 1868 the
Department proposed to close the office . A successful meeting of
protest was organised. One of those mentioned as being present
was Mr. Hill, the Public School teacher.

EXTRACT FROM "MERCURY" FILES
100 YEARS AGO
March 21, 1857

Accident at the Dunmore Punt
Eugene Kenny, a resident on the Allyn River, complained to
Major Crummer at East Maitland, yesterday, that in consequence of
neglect and careless conduct of the lessee of the Pitnacree Punt, his
goods had been upset in the river. It appeared from Mr. Kenny's
4

The f irs t Eccl eston Post Off ice .
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Reuben Sivyer died in 1886 and his widow, Sarah Sivyer took
charge of the office until 17th December, 1886 when her son
S. P. R. N. Sivyer became Postmaster. Mr. Sivyer held office until
his death in 1951. This means that the post office had been in
charge of the one fami-ly for 92 years and this can surely be
claimed a record .
Miss Watt became Postmistress in May, 1951, walking through
the river twice a day, summer and winter, to keep the office a~d
exchange open from 8 a.m. till 8 p .m. These hours were reduced m
1961 with the advent of the automatic exchange on 6th December,
1961. Miss Wa tt retired because of ill-health and Mrs. M. Warr took
over the duties of the office on October, 21, 1965.
As early as 1902 or 1903 Rev. Figgis, the then Congregational
minister of Eccleston, installed a private telephone between the
manse across the river and the local school residence.
In 1914 Rev. H . M. Riley was responsible for purchasing
telephones from Anthony Horderns for £1 each. Most families were
then connected to a party telephone system independent of the
Postal Department. A telephone exchange was opened on 22nd
December 1915 with 19 subscribers . In 1925 there were 2 party
lines con~ected ' to the Post Office with 18 subscribers.
The first wireless came to the district in 1926, and the first
television set arrived on 11th December, 1961.
.
A mail service to Eccleston from Gresford has been operatmg
for 105 years - Mr. Andrew Kenney being the first mailman

EARLY EXPLORATION AND SETTLEMENT
Eccleston was named after a Parish and Village near Chester,
and it is thought the Allyn River was named after a river in Wales.
Most of the land in the area around Eccleston was bought by
George Townshend and Hugh Massie in 1836. The land where the
school now stands was portion of a 1,000 acre block sold to George
Townshend on 13 / 4/ 1836 for 5/ - acre. These owners let their land
to tenant farmers . This method of settlement eliminated the possibility of the land being taken by selectors after the Lands Acts were
passed in 1860.
As the community was predominantly Church of England in
1853 Hugh Massie Esq. gave two acres to the Church for the purpose
of Church and School buildings. This land was vested in the Diocese
of Newcastle and from 1853 to 1864 a school was conducted in the
Church on that site.
Other early landholders included Busby, Munsey, Seymour and
Rolleston. Busby purchased "Ravenscroft" from C. R. Massie, and
after selling this land to Munsey he sailed overseas where he purchased 3,000 grapevine cuttings and planted them at Pokolbin. He
pioneered the grape industry in that area.
The early products of the district were wheat, bacon, tobacco and
cedar. The early settlers operated on a subsistance basis . Wheat was
ground at Mr. Corner's mill at Paterson. Tobacco was sold and
treated at "Clevedon", Gresford , and Mr. James Lawrie's place at
Halton. Wheat and tobacco were also sold to Mr. Norrie whose descendants still live in Maitland. Bacon was sold to Mr. Campbell in
Maitland for 4d lb. Bullocks were sold for £5• a head at this time.
Farmers would kill 70 to 100 pigs a year worth 10/ - head.
"Fleed" cakes were popular at this time, being made from lard.
Later on oranges and corn became important to the Eccleston
district. During the depression years rabbit skins were valuable
and it was about this time that ferrets were first seen in the area.
6

In 1924 a parliamentary p arty org.a nised by representative
bodies from Maitland, Gloucester, Dungog, Eccleston and Salisbury
visited Barrington Tops with a view to developing it as a tourist
attraction and National Park. The party included Mr. Wearne, Minister for Lands; Mr. Bruxner, M.L.A.; Mr. T . D. Mutch, who later
became Minister for Education, and Mr. J. Garlick, Under Secretary
for Local Government and later Administrator for Sydney City Council.
Represen't atives from most Sydney daily newspapers also
attended.
The party made the jour ney by horseback and on returning to
Eccleston were entertained at afternoon tea by the Eccleston
Agricultural Burea at the school residence.
Unfortunately little development resulted from this move and
Barrington Tops remains to this day practically in its natural sta.te.
Access to the Tops is limited to tractors or four-wheeled dnve
vehicles. The annual snowfalls attract many tourists to the area but
most of them are deterred by t h e long hike up steep grades to the
snow line. This area awaits the imaginative mind of officials and
interested parties to make available to the general public the natural
and impressive scenic attractions of the Barrington area .

SPORTS
Eccleston r esidents have always taken a keen interest in sport,
particularly tennis and cricket. One· of the earliest and best remembered cricket matches was that held on Barrington Tops in April,
1924. The opposing teams were Stewarts Brook and Eccleston. Because of the natural ground covering of snow grass a wicket had to
be chipped and the mat was carried up by pack horse .

First cri ck et on Ba rrington Top s, 19-4 -24 . Eccl est on v. Stewartsbrook.
E·ccl eston f ielding .
M em bers of th e Eccl eston team we re: Cecil Archina l, Geo . Hopson, Perc. A rchinal , Ivan
Arc hinal, Fra nk Hop son, A I Hopson, N orman Joliffe, Bert. Furne r, Greig Hopson, Ha rry W atts ,
Knox

Ja rrett.

7

The early pioneer Massey is reported to have been an international cricketer.
For years a local cricket pitch on Mr. L. L. Hopson's property
was the venue for many a cr icket match and the Eccleston cricketers
travelled many miles to repay matches.
Tennis has been played in the district for over fifty years ; commencing on Empire Day each year. The main court in past years
was the school court. In mor e recent years tennis has been played
on the "local" court on Mr. P. Sivyer's property . This court has been
top-dressed this year and plans are under way for the erection of
overhead lighting for night tennis.
The school has played its part in the sporting interest of the
community. The Public Schools' Annual Sports Meeting came into
being in 1938 with the formation of the Gresford and District Public
Schools Amateur Sports Association. The first meeting was held on
1st October, 1938, and included Martin's Creek, Vacy, TrevallynFisher's Hill, Gresford, Allynbrook, Halton-Eccleston , Lostock-Mount
Rivers. President of the Association was A. L. Chantler, Hon. Secretary J. Collins, Hon . Assistant Secretary and Treasurer, G. T .
Stanton.
In recent years the Sports Meeting has been held on a Friday.
Eccleston School has made a name for itself, having won the Owen
Fogarty Memorial Shield five times, in 1959, 1960, 1961, 1963 and
1964. This has been largely due to the efforts of Gloria , Marlene and
Dennis Jenkins and Ian Hopson. These fou r athletes who are well
known for their sporting ability have also won numerous championships .
The children look forward to and practise hard for the sports
and even though they may not win , they enjoy the day for the
healthy activity.

Pit sawi ng on the A l lyn River.

Electrricity- A memorable occasion in the history of any village is the advent of electricity and Eccleston did not let this event
pass without celebration. Locai residents will not forget the 1st
July, 1948, when Mr. R. L·. Fitzgerald, M.L .A., through the Maitland
City Council, formally switched the first electric light at Eccleston.
Th'e first "talkie" picture show was held in the Church Hall at
the conclusion of the ceremony for the switching on of the electricity.
Eccleston Show - Known as the Eccleston Horticultural Show
and Industrial Exhibition, the local show was organised by Rev. Figgis and held for three years, 1903-190'5. It was staged on Mr . P .
Sivyer's property at the back of the Congregational Manse. There
were sections for farm and garden produce, fruit, poultry and apiculture, cookery and home products, needle and fancy work, plants and
flowers and the miscellaneous section which included prizes for the
best ironed white shirt, specimen of penmanship , ornamental corkwork, leatherwork and paperwork, and corn husking, 50 cobs.
Agricultural Bureau - This organisation was commenced about
1918 with membership open to anyone. Meetings were held on the
same night as the P. and C. Meeting and the purpose of the bureau
was to keep farmers conversant with the latest farming methods. It
was during this time that one bureau instructor, Mr. A. J. Pinn , secured some roots of Kikuyu grass from South Africa for planting in
the district. These roots are believed to be the first planted along
the local rivers. Golden Superb Corn was a popular strain of maize
grown in the district about this time. The bureau was also responsible for securing a daily m ail run to Eccleston.

Townsend grass or "nut grass" is believed to have come to the
area in the soil around fruit trees imported from England. (Mulberry,
Medlars. )
_Public Notice Board - Placed on the Apple Tree (Angophora
Flonbunda) near the Congregational Church gate, the public notice
board served to advertise dates of public, church and school or
bureau meetings.
The Band- The Eccleston Brass Band was arranged by Rev.
C. H. Palmer who served the Congregational Church as a temporary
pastor . The band practised in the Church, had ten members and
the bandmaster was Rev. Palmer. They contributed music on
special occasions and especially on Christmas Eve when carols were
played on a ridge near Grinhi Bridge. Mr. W. T. Barton who is 86
is the only surviving member . Mr. Barton played the 'cornet, Mr:
Solomon Hopson the drums .
Bullock Team- On 1/3/ 1965 the pupils of the Eccleston School
watched Mr. H. George work his bullock team for the last time in
the forest at Massies Creek.
Hawkers - An interesting caller in the early days was the itinerant hawker. He was usually an Indian, brown and friendly. He rode
one horse and led another which carried a pack saddle to which was
securely tied two or three tin trunks. These were full of magic to
the children of those early days, who watched eagerly as the
trunks were opened and their contents displayed. These included
pretty beads, brooches , buttons, ribbons , Indian scarves handkerchiefs and dress materials.
'
Voluntary Labour - Self-help has always been a feature of the
Eccleston district. In the early days when money was not readily
available people found it necessary to combine their efforts to
achieve many of the desired f acilities in their district. With the
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SIDELIGHTS OF ECCLESTON'S PAST

advent of sulkies and later motor cars, the people applied themselves with great energy to the building of roads and bridges. The
cuttings to the north of the school were made with ploughs, picks,
shovels and bars. Two bridges were built on the Massies Creek Road,
one over the Allyn and the other over the creek. Numerous voluntary efforts have maintained public buildings in the district throughout the years. The citizens are currently engaged through voluntary
labour in the installation of overhead lighting on the tennis court.
Local Government- A. G. H. Lawrie and R. B. Boydell were
appointed Councillors for the "C" Riding in the Wallarobba Shire
by the Crown about 1906. Mr. Lawrie was later elected and held office
for 25 years. Wallarobba Shire eventually became part of the Dungog shire. Present Councilors for "C" Riding are Messrs . D . Bogan,
S. Kelehear and G. Dowling.
Geological- Rev . W. B. Clarke, M.A., F.R.G.S., known as " The
Father of Australian Geology," who came to N.S.W in 1839, discovered fossils of tribolites (a crustacean with a three-lobed body, now
long extinct) in the course of his examination of rocks along the
Allyn River. He found them in abundance during January, 1845, at
a hill called Borumbat.
Two years earlier (December, 2nd, 1842, he first found the
tribolites in this region and apparently in Australia, on the right
bank of the Paterson River at a place called Burragood.
"Wortwell" School- School was conducted on a property at
Eccleston named " Wortwell" at the time when Mr. and Mrs. Bustard
owned it. Memory recalls two teachers, Mr. Stewart and Mr. O'Brien
who boarded with Mr. Solomon Hopson. Emma Hill, daughter of
Mrs. Hill, also taught there for a year or so . School was held week
about with a school at Carrabolla.

Cons tru cting a cu tting by vo lun tary labour at Ch er ry Tree Gully .
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One of the Bustard sons , Mick, was a dealer of the day, and this
verse was often heard at the timeSoap and Soda ,
Starch and Blue ,
Plenty Tea and Sugar, too ,
Pickles and Mustard,
All sold by Mick Bustard.

THE CHAPEL
The origin of the Chapel at the Eccleston Brid~e. ~s not known.
The Chapel was nondenominational and used by all VISitmg preachers.
A cemetery was attached to the Chapel, the graves being rem~ved
to the present cemetery at "Belgrave" when the Eccleston Bndge
was erected.
A high flood washed an end wall out of the structur.e and the
building was sold to Mr. J . K. Miners about 1886. Mr. Mmers used
the timber to build portion of his house at "Belgrave".
A family Bible, at present in the hands of a local family . reveals an interesting story connected with the Chapel. The Bible
was given to Mr. John Edwards of Salisbury by a Minis~er of Religion, Rev. Robert W. Vanderkiste. in 1859. _Mr. Vanderkiste became
lost on the Salisbury ranges whilst travelling to Eccleston to conduct a service in the Chapel. No alarm was raised as the weather
was wet and the Eccleston people thought the minister had not
started out on the journey. The Dungog people naturally thought
he had arrived safely. Mr. Edwards and his son found Mr. Vande~
kiste whilst they were out after their working bulloc~s . qut of g~ah
tude, Mr. Vanderkiste presented the Edwards family with a BI~le
which remained in the family till the death of the youngest child,
Mr. Clarrie Edwards. It is intended that it will now be given to the
Historical Museum , Grossman House, Maitland.
.
This is the story as inscribed by Mr. Vanderkiste on the front
pages of the Bible.
"John Edwards, to whom this Bible is presented, formed one of
a party , who in a most Provid_ential manner, discove!ed the
Christian Minister whose name IS appended to these lmes, on
the mountains between the William and Allyn Rivers, on Wednesday evening, 6th October, 1858.
.
.
.
The wanderer having fearlessly travelled onward m the mght, m
the midst of these mountain ranges, was unable afterwards to
ascertain his position.
The sun was not once visible during the period he was lost, and
the rain poured down day and night, almost incessantly. He
also lost his horse, and became too muc~ exha~sted, to be. able ~o
make those exertions necessary, to extncate him from this penlous position.
It is worthy of observation, that Friday, 1st October, 1858,
being the occasion of the Quarterly Fast of the Wesleyan Church,
the writer had been mercifully supported from Thursday evening, 31st September, to Wednesday evening, _6th October, during
which period of six days, he ate but one slight_ meal, taken. on
the morning of Saturday, 2nd October, previOus to leavmg
Dungog.
s ·
That John Edwards may both love and serve the blessed avwur,
with a new heart, and be found of Him in peace, at the great
day of Judgement, is the earnest prayer of Robert W. Vanderkiste ,
Wesleyan Minister.
Dungog, 1st June, 1859."
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ECCLESTON PUBLIC SCHOOL
In 1853 Hugh Massie Esq. gave two acres of land to the Church
of England for the purpose of Church and School buildings at Eccleston. However the school closed down when the teacher left and as
Reverend F. T. Adams put it in an application for a Public School
three years later "I am very anxious that all these schools should be opened
again as the children are growing up in perfect ignorance at the
heads of the rivers."
The accommodation available was a schoolroom built of timber
slabs with a shingle roof and containing three rooms (29 x 17, 12 x
9, and 7 x 7) which had window frames covered with calico. A
four-roomed residence was also on the site , the value of the whole
being estimated at £127.
The committee which applied for a Public School claimed that
of the 40 children available to attend 28 would belong to the
Church of England. The Committee was chaired by Mr. Eugene
Kenny and the secretary was Henry Jarrett. Other members were
Messrs. Reuben Sivyer, George Brice, John Hopson, Andre Busten,
Samuel Bret, John Miners, Joseph Smith, William Addam and Frances
Gilmore. The applicaton was lodged on 20th June, 1867, and in
August when Mr. Inspector Dwyer was in the district, the suitability
of such an establishment was investigated and this was· his report.
" Eccleston is an agricultural locality lying near the head of the
Allyn River, containing a village reserve and provided with a
post office. The inhabitants are mostly tenant farmers in moderate circumstances, but not in a position to dispense with the
labor of the children which they find of considerable value
in the production of their principal commodity tobacco.
"There are 19 children of the regular school going age within a
radius of two miles, and three others beyond that distance, making the entire number at present available for school , about 22,
of whom prob...ably 16 might be reckoned upon as regular attenders.
" The building is centrally and pleasantly situated, easily accessible at all seasons to the majority of the children and abundantly
commodious. It is a slab and shingle structure , designed espressly for, and still occassionally used as, a church by the
members of the Anglican communion: it is without windows and
a little open at the ridge of the roof: but in all principal points
in good r epair and capable of being made thoroughly weatherproof at a small expense. There is also a slab and shingle cottage of four rooms on the grounds likewise capable at a trifling
cost of being prepared for the comfortable accommodation of a
teacher. These repairs are to be undertaken at once: they could
be completed in a week at most.
"I am of the opinion that the educational wants of the place
would be adequately met by a half-time school under a teacher
itinerating between Eccleston and Ballington distant about six
miles. The teacher would reside at the former place. A married man without a family would be most suitable ."
The Inspector's suggestion was not carried out as the people of
Ballington showed no immediate interest. Mr. George Hill was requested to attend the Singleton Public School for the month of
October to learn as much as possible about methods of teaching. In
this month the Eccleston school and residence were repaired, the
books, slates and blackboard were ordered and delivered. On 4th
November, 1867, Mr. Hill opened the doors to learning in a Public
School.
12
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This late opening did not give the Inspector time to visit and
examine the new school. The school re-opened in 1868 with about
20 pupils enroHed but by December this number had fallen to
twelve with an average attendance of nine. In July Mr. Hill, corroborated by Mr. Jarrett, stated that the low attendance was due
to an outbreak of typhus, the departure of several families and the
increasing use of children in the farm management. The teacher who
was doing satisfactory work suggested that the school should either
close or work half-time in conjunction with Ballington.
The school
did not re-open in 1869 and Mr . Dwyer reported that:
"The establishment of Half-Time schools at Ballington and Eccleston failed, owing to the apathy of the people in the former
place and the paucity of scholars in the latter. "
As Mr. Hill was a bachelor he had not used the residence which
remained unoccupied. However before he left Eccleston to proceed
to Marlee Public School he married Miss Emma Hopson, the sister
of a member of the Local Committee.
Over the next seven years the residents of Eccleston resorted
to using their children as labourers and possibly educating them at
home. No moves were made to establish any school but by the mid
eighteen seventies there were again sufficient children to consider
opening a school under the Council of Education.
In 1875 after a year of large floods the residents made an application for the establishment of a Provisional School to be conducted
in the old buildings. The inspector reports that the buildings would
have to be repaired and that the real reason for the previous closure
was the lack of unity among the res.idents .
13
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Mr. Emil Beuschell took up duties on 24th April, anticipating an
enrolment of thirty seven. However this teacher had a harsh manner, was a strict disciplinarian, demanded that the school fees be
paid and left at the end of twelve months after considerable friction .
In June, 1877, Mr. Arthur Storey was appointed and as he came
straight from the Training College but had a family of three the
promoters of the school were told that the attendance would have to
be maintained above 20 or Mr. Storey would not be able to remain
By the end of the year attendances were as low as fourteen on account
of the children being required to help with the harvesting.
" The farm er whose land must be cultivated and crops gathered
in by his, own labour, assisted by his children, would be ruined
if deprived of that help, because he could not afford to pay for
hired labour, even if it were procurable.
"It is not merely the amount of the school fee, but the sum to be
disbursed for the labour substituted for that of his children that
makes a parent pause before sending them to school."
-1869 Annual Report of the Council of Education.
Having sent the children to school, the farmer continued to
remove them at least in the h arvesting season and when they had
reached the third class.
In January, 1878 Mr. Storey handed the equipment of the school
to the Local Patrons for safekeeping until 25th February when Miss
Emily O'Donnell arrived.
At this stage a Provisional School teacher received an average
salary of £58 / 10 / - annually, an income which was to be supplemented
by school fees . In 1877 a scale of fees had been established by the
Council but it was the teacher's responsibility to collect them. Although there were theoretically few free scholars the collection of
fees was a necessary but generally irksome task.
Apparently th e resi:!ence at the Eccleston school was falling into
disrepair and Miss O'Donnell, not being able to live there, resigned
at the end of 1879.
It appeared that Eccleston School would again be without a
teacher until the School Board pointed out that Mrs. Emma Hill,
widow of George Hill, was returning to live with her family and , as
she had frequently assisted her husband in his teaching, she would
be a suitable person to employ at Eccleston. Despite a lack of much
available time Mrs. Hill had been doing a little study and she had
completed her education at the Church of England School. The
parents of the pupils were more than willing that Mrs. Hill should
be their teacher and it was with their confidence that she commenced duty on 19th January.
By the end of the year the enrolment had risen and the
attendance was maintained at a high level and on 20th December
Eccleston was recognised as a Public School.
Within. a couple of year s the need for a new building arose and
plans for a large brick building with an iron. roof were drawn up .
Tenders were called but as the lowest was over £1 ,000 the project
was deferred.
In 1885 the school, which was also a church , was closed when a
confirmation ceremony was held, and the inconvenience of a nonvested building was, again recognised. On 16th October, the new
wooden building was first occupied. The ground had been cleared
of stumps before building had commenced. As Mrs. Hill had six
children she asked for and was granted an additional room on the
three-roomed residence . The schoo,l was built on two acres of land
resumed from Mr. Reuben Sivyer facing the road to Gresford and
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with the river to the west. As this block was surrounded by pr ivate
land it was fenced off securely in the process of building. Even. while
building was in progress ther e was evidence of what was to be the
bane of the school causing the inspector to write nine years later :
" The white an'ts are getting a firm hold of the lining of the
schoolroom and residence. The buildings also require repainting. "
In. the intervening years little of significance had occurred and
although Mrs. Hill worked hard, she could not spare the time for
further study and her school maintained a "tolerable" level. In 1893
the Inspector reported that he had awarded a " Certificate of Being
Sufficiently Educated" to K ate Hill followin g an inspection of the
school and its pupils.
As a result of the Inspector's comments on the state of the
building in 1894 Mrs . Hill moved to a rented cottage for a week while
extensive repairs were carried out.
In 1900 Mrs . Hill was granted a promotion for her good service
for
" I have always found Mrs . Hill a hardworking, painstaking and
conscientious teacher and one worthy of promotion. "
Attendances began to drop over the next few years as the population grew up and moved away. However the school was not closed
and this would have excluded even the thirteen remaining pupils
from receiving an. education. On a number of occasions the school
closed for a day when the river flooded and pupils were unable to
reach school.
.
.
In July, 1905, after twenty-five years _service Mrs . Hill. took SlX
months' leave of absence prior to her retirement. Mrs. Hill taught
many of her pupils as their ?nly teacher throu~~out their sc~ooldays
and at one time had 15 pup1ls from three fam1h~s; Mr .. Dav1d Pre~
tice was in charge of the school following Mrs. H1ll S' retirement until
the end of the year.

First Eccleston Publi c Schoo l Build ing a nd Residence , 1885 .
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William Reed took charge for two years from 1906· and under his
charge enrolments rose to 25 and the average attendance to 19. These
figures were not maintained during Mr. Jones' term nor that of Miss
Inch. The latter, who was very popular, was forced to close the
school in August, 1911 , but she re-opened it six months later on a
trial basis.
From 1908 the residence was unoccupied as the teachers were
all unmarried and for eighteen months it was let to one of the
local families. When Mr. Leer took over the school he did so on
the condition that he occupied the school residence which was
renovated for him.
At this time the schoolroom was used for the meetings of the
Progress Association and the Farmers and Settlers' Association. The
latter group presented the school with an Australian flag at an impressive ceremony during 192.1.
In 1918 Mr. Edgar Marceau took charge of this 7th class school
which was raised a grade in 1920 because the attendances had increased and progress was satisfactory.
In 1924 after hearing complaints about the intense heat in the
summer and draughts in winter the Departments of Education
erected verandahs around the residence. It had been hoped to use
timber from the local sawmill but action was delayed too long. For
the same reasons and anticipating similar economy in the use -of
local materials a weathershed was built in the same year. This was
built by labour of the Parents and Citizens' Association who were
responsible for the health of the thirty pupils in attendance.
In 1925· Mr. Prentice returned to the school in a permanent
capacity but remained only two years.
It was during Mr. Gudgeon's stay that suggestions were made that
although a new building would be an advantage extensive repairs
would have to be substituted.
In 1931 two pupils passed their Primary Final Examinations
despite the continual outbreaks of illness during that year (and the
next).
Mid-way through 1933 the attendance was below ten on the
average and the school closed in June. However the residents were
strongly opposed to the move and by third term had sufficient pupils
ready to attend. It appeared that the parents and teacher had misunderstood each other, bringing about the drop in attendance.
As the number of pupils remained well above ten the school
became permanent and the teacher's wife began sewing classes for
the girls. By 1938 there was a 7th class which included some fifteen
year old pupils .
When Mr. Stanton took over in 1938, despite continual repairs
and renovations he was dissatisfied and reported:
"This matter is urgent as we have not had a properly cooked
meal since our arrival. Sunday's dinner had to be carved in
scraps all around the outside of the joint, despite the fact that
the firebox was crammed full with a mixture of box and red
gum, a splendid heating combination. "
A new stove was immediately supplied.
During 1943 the school building was found to be unstable . In
1944 the building at Trevallyn was moved to Eccleston where the
tank and chimney of the old school were attached to it. The old
building was sold for £22 and the site around it completely cleared.
The present residence was· condemned during the fifties and remains
under that classification to date.
In April 1931 Mr. Arthur Songberg took up duties at Eccleston
School. Being a Scandinavian he had a deep love of the water and
missed very much the sound of the sea. At the end of Mr. Song16
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bergs term the school closed. However, a few months later
William James was appointed to re-open the school and to see If
the school could maintain a satisfactory average.
Mr. Ernest Bendeich followed Mr. Jame~. He was a keen. sportsman active on tennis court and cricket field. It was durmg Mr.
Bendeich's stay that the Trevallyn school building replaced the old
Eccleston School and some of the lining from the school was used
to repair the residence.
The next teacher Mr. Reginald Howard was a keen and accomplished musician and' local people still talk of his ability to entertain around the piano . Mr. and Mrs. Howard were also keen
gardeners and despite water problems, managed to keep the grounds
around the residence well filled with vegetables and flowers. Mr.
Howard transferred to. Collector in 1956 where he died suddenly
in 1961 a comparatively young man.
Eccleston seems to attract keen sportsman as Mr. Ronald Allen,
a keen cricketer and tennis player came here with his wife in 1960.
Mr. Allen accepted his appointment to Eccleston on condition that
he live in the residence at his "own will and risk" .
Mr. and Mrs . Edward Warwick arrived in Eccleston in 1961
to carry on the work of past teachers who have served the cause
of Education faithfully and well over the past 100 years.
In 1957 the Department of Education supplied posture furniture
in the school to replace the old "bench" type of seating, and. in
1958 the Department of Public Works painted the school addmg
much to its appearance . In 1964 portion of the school verandah was
converted into a classroom .
The Parents and Citizens' Association has played an active part
in helping to keep the school well equipped. The addition of su~h
things as a Duplicator, Radiogram, Tape Recorder, Text Books, Strip
Film Projector, Reference Library, Refrigerator and Lawn Mower
indicates that the interest of the people is in the future, the school.
To date five pupils have gained the Intermediate Cerificate
from this school. They are Neville , Mervyn and Daphne Burley, in
1954, 1958 and 1963 respectively and Trevor and Judith Warr in
1958 and 1960. All received tuition from Blackfriars Correspondence
School under the supervision of their local teacher. Seven ex-pupils
have gone from this school to attend Teachers Colleges.

TEACHER& OF ECCLESTON
Name
GEORGE HILL
Closed
EMIL BEUSCHELL
ARTHUR STOREY
EMILY O'DONNELL
MRS. EMMA HILL
DAVID PRENTICE
WILLIAM REED
WILLIAM JONES
IDA INCH
Closed
IDA INCH
ELIZABETH KEALY
HAROLD LEER
CHARLES NELSON
EDGAR MARCEAU
DAVID PRENTICE
CLARENCE GUDGEON

Date Appointed
November, 1867
January, 1869
February, ~876
June, 1877
February, 1878
January, 1880
July, 1905
February, 1906
March, 1908
March, 1911
August, 1911
January, 1912
March, 1913
June, 1913
May, 1916
August, 1918
January, 1925
January, 1927
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ARTHUR SONGBERG
Closed
WILLIAM JAMES
GEORGE STANTON
ERNEST BENDEICH
REGINALD HOWARD .
RONALD ALLEN
EDWARD WARWICK

April,
June,
September,
January,
December,
January,
Januray,
January,

1931
1933
1933
1938
1941
1951
1956
1961

STATE BOYS AND GIRLS
In abo ut 1910 it was not unusual for a family to- have a State
school ~oy and in some cases a State school girl in its care. These boys
m particular seemed to· be readily available from the Child Welfare
Department provided the home of the applicant proved satisfactory.
In addition to the boys being fed and clothed, they received
a small amount of 'pocket money' and an additional amount was
set apart with the Department for the boys when they were
released at the age of 17. As is natural there were variations in the
success of these boys but generally speaking they were of creditable
repute and played an active part in the life of the school and
community. L ater some gave their lives for their country in France
in World War I.
STATE BOYS AND GIRLS AT ECCLESTON

At this time of looking into the past for a brief scrutiny of
the lives of our stout-hearted pioneers we recall their great patience
and inventiveness in overcoming their environment. We remember
the frugal and (by modern standards.) hard way of life that wo~en
took in their stride. The first houses were constructed of matenals
that were obtainable from the locality. Rafters and the rest of the
foundations were made from round timber, the walls of slabs and
the roof of stringy or turpentine bark. Not all rooms in the very
early homes were floored. The kitchen was usually detached from
the rest of the house because of the fire hazard created by the bark
roof. Early windows. were sometimes wooden shutters.
A feature of the early home was the huge open fire place.
Here the white clothes were boiled in kerosene tins, meat and
vegetables boiled in black iron saucepans, the 'dough' for home
made bread left to rise overnight. Bacon was often smoked for
domestic use in the kitchen fireplace. Ovens used were the brick
oven, the colonial oven and the ever useful camp oven.
The pioneer housewife made use of what her environment
offered so she filled her under-mattress with narrow strips of corn
husk and her pillows with various types of feathers .

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

B~fore the advent of motor transport, picnics were a well
established feature of the social life at Eccleston. Perhaps the best
remembered _of these was held at the 'picnic ground', a tree-lined
pa~t of the nver bank on the property of the late Mr. Guy Hopson.
This was always a New Year's Day celebration . Here oaks and
willows provided a welcome shade for mothers and small children
while the young people happily engaged in singing, games, rounders
and a sweet.s scramble, or simply meeting and chatting with their
contemporanes from the Paterson and Williams valleys .
A welcome interlude was the picnic lunch which was- set out on
clo-ths spread on the grassy river bank. A bounteous supply of
cakes, cream puffs, sponge rolls , sco-nes, sandwiches and rich plum
pudding soon disappeared. The welcome cup of tea was made in
kerosene tins heated by wood fires by the edge of the picnic ground.
For some years. a similar picnic was held on the property of the
late Mr. George Hopson .
A popular pic?i.c for the young people who no longer attended
school was the ndmg party. To attend this one had to have a
partner, some lunch in the saddle bag and a sturdy horse that could
be trusted to negotiate rocky r iver crossings and any logs that had
fallen across the trail. A riding party was mostly to an interesting
pa_rt. of the_ district, somewhere towards the head of the Allyn or
Williams River or on the way to Barrington Tops.

The history of the Eccleston Congregational Church can be traced
back to the days of the horse, the spring cart, bullock teams and
innumerable river crossings when, on June 2, 1883, a district meeting
was held and. a call sent to Rev. R. Williams through the Congegational Church Extension Committee: Financia~ assistanc~ was
requested but none could be given and It was decided to raise all
the stipend of the minister locally.
The sum of £200 p .a. was
guaranteed for 12 months.
A Sunday School was started on March 9, 1884 with 28 scholars.
The 1st Annual Meeting was held on December 20, 1884. The
following resolution was unanimously carried, "That it is of the
greatest interest and importance to u s, to our families and to the
inhabitants of the district, that the work began so successfully and
carried on to the present time, should be supported and placed
on a permanent basis" .
On September 14, 1884, a church was formed by the pastor in
the old chapel at "Ravenscroft" Eccleston, consisting of 19· members.
On February 4, 1885, Henry Jarrett gave 1 acre of land on
which to- erect a manse. This site is on the other side of the river
and has since b een sold. The manse was completed on December
20, 1886 by voluntary labour and funds raised.
Application was made on December 13, 1888 to- the Wesleyan
Conference, for the purchase of ground at "Ravenscroft" for a
church site, but nothing came of this.
Through the efforts of Rev. A. W. Brough, of West Maitland,
Mr. J . N. Sivyer sold 1 acre of land to the Church nn May 19,
1892, for £10. This was reduced to £5 provided a pig fence was
erected and J . N. Sivyer had a seat in the church for the rest of
his life. This is the present site of the church and manse. A start
was made on the present church on December 3, 1894, and it was
opened for worship on May 8, 1895. The members on the roll on
June 23, 1904 numbered 40.
In 1912 subscriptions were opened for the building of a new cedar
manse next to the church. Plans were discussed on February 11,
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William Robertson
Chas. Hamilton
Gus Aspland
Jack Bridge
Sam Bridge
Colin Luke
Les Davis

Walter Connelly
Jim Campbell
Jim Conroy
Fred Evans
Alma Horsley
Ivy Redman

PICNICS
\

EARLY DOMESTIC LIFE

1913. The old manse, together with the land was sold to S. Barton
on April 2, 1913 for £100 . Tenders were called for the building
of the new manse and D eards Bros . tender was accepted on
October 29, 1913. The Deards Bros. commenced work on December
6, 1913. The new manse was completed in January, 1914, about 6
weeks later at a cost of £80.
In 1916, the church provided a buggy for the work of the
district.
It was decided to erect gates in memory of Rev. R. Williams ,
first minister of the district, and these were opened by Miss
Williams on January 30, 1924.
On August 26th 1927 it was decided to build a Sunday School
Hall next to the church . The John Hopson Memorial Church Hall
was opened on J anuary i6, 1930 by the Rev. H . M . Riley and Mr.
W. J. Enright.
1928 saw the introduction of the motor car for church work.
The car was to be provided by the minister and an allowance of
£65 was granted.
The Church has had no resident minister since 1964.
The late James E . Russell, pit-sawyer, was responsible for cutting
some of the cedar used in the Congregational Church.
Rev. Williams
Rev. Hutchinson
Rev. Figgis
Pastor Aubin
Rev. Pocock
Rev. Riley
Rev. Fisher-Webster
Rev. Frith

MINISTERS
Rev . Harper
Rev. Baily
Rev. Sheppherd
Rev. Buttle
Rev. Dyer
Rev. McLean
Rev. Brookfield

NATURE SPEAKS
It would be safe to say that few people under the age of 50
years have ever seen the "Rufous Rat Kangaroo" in its natural
Habitat, yet until the late teens of this· century they were very
plentiful in Eccleston. They were a nuisance to the farmer and
many met their death on the coursing fields, after having been
chased into logs and caught at night. It was when the rabbit
reached plague proportion and strychine and phosphorous poison
were introduced that this " Old Australian" almost suffered extinction.
However it must be of interest and pleasure for us to know that
according to the C.S.I.R.O.'s recent survey on Marsupials of N.S.W.
one of the few remaining colonies in N.S.W. is within a few miles
of the Eccleston School.
The long nosed Rat Kangaroo has not been so fortunate and
the animal that once was very plentiful has probablyy now become
extinct to this area.
We also record that the Native Cat has become very rare where
once it was very plentiful and together with the Tiger Cat is
seldom seen even in the forest ranges.
Bandicoots, once very plentiful but never common are seldom
seen, and today there are more in Newcastle than there are in
Eccleston. They have receded to the forest where they remain a host
for the tick.
We like to think that the Platypusses and the Koalas are still
maintaining their precarious seclusion. Some are occasionaly seen.
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The Grey Brush Tail Possum lives with us and we remember
the nights when it was "mooned" and shot for its skin.
We no longer see the big flock of the Sulphur Crested Cockatoo.
They have gone because with dairy farming the corn crops have
gone. We may also notice that we now seldo!f! see the flocks of
parakets , and even the Sacred Kingfisher and Diamond Sp~rrow have
become scarcer. The curlew appears to have become extmct.
AU is not lost: Twenty years ago the Red Backed Grass Parrot
was unknown to Eccleston , but today a flock is often seen and they
are on the increase .
Don't Go. Do you remember the fres!I water Herrings? Once
it was no trouble to catch with a " fly hook" 30 or 40 between
sunset and dark. It was in the 1926-27 period that they disappeared
in shoals from the Allyn River at Eccleston and have never reappeared and n o one locally has ever provided the reason.
- Contributed.
EX-PUPILS' HONOUR ROLL

Those who served overseas:
James Kenney
Laurie Hipwell
Wilfred Jarrett
William Robertson*
Charlie Hamilton
Regionald Hopson
Warren Jarrett*
Elvin Hopson
Harry Skaines

Reginald Miners*
Baden Watt
* Paid the supreme sacrifice.
Those who served in Australia.
George Wells
Clem Jarrett
Vic. Jarrett
Arthur Warr

THE ANGLICAN CHURCH
PARISH OF GRESFORD

In its early stages, the Anglican Church in this district was
attached to Paterson. In 1839, the first rector ~f Pat~rson , Rev. J.
J Smith was appointed. During his term of office, Bishop Brought~n the first and only Bishop of Australia visited Gresford and
held a service in a building designed as a store but not at that
time used as such. Rev. Smith was at that time, :risiting Gresford
each fortnight. There were 120 people at the service conducted by
the Bishop .
In 1846 Rev. Smith was killed in an accident and was succeeded
by the Rev. F. W. Addams . Mr. Addams .stayed .until 1859 when a
Locum-tenens, the Rev. C. Walse, held office until Rev. Addams resumed duties in 1860.
Gresford became a separate parish apart from Paterson. in 1884.
In the same year Rev. Addams retired and Rev. A. J . Pnest succeeded him .
Little is known of the activities of the Church from 1884 but
following is a list of ministers who have been in charge of the
Gresford parish incorporating Eccleston, since 1884.
1884 Rev. A. J . Priest
1889 Locum-tenens, Rev. A. Martin , during Mr. Priest's 12 months
leave of absence.
1890 Rev. G . Moore
1894 Rev. P . L. Luscombe
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

1898 Without a minister .
1900 Rev. S . Taylor
1901 Rev. C. Brown
1914 Rev. C. N. Nell
1916 Rev. R. B. Davison
1918 Rev. C. M. 0. Stretch
1926 Rev. A. R. Holmes
1933 Locum-tenens Rev, E. Heffernan
19 34 Rev. B .I. Hobart
1941 Rev F. W. Rush
1952 Rev. B. E. Geary
1961 Rev. J . R. Flook
1967 Rev. M. J . Clarke

A considerable portion of this History has been prepared by the
Division of Research and Planning, New South Wales Department
of Education, from records held in the Mitchell Library, Government Archives and the Department of Education, and we gratefully
acknowledge their contribution to our Centenary Booklet.
Additional valuable information and photographs have been supplied by various interested persons and our thanks to them is also
recorded.
We wish to gratefully acknowledge the assistance given by the
following business housese and people who have sponsored this
booklet-

"To the flora we apologise for the presence of bush houses, people
and the chain saw. To the fauna for the introduction o.f the rabbit
the fox and the domestic cat."

'

The Gresford Pharmacy (Mrs . N. M. Watts).
J. & M. Richards, Storekeepers, E. Gresford.
J. W. Dimmock, Garage Prop ., E . Gresford.
Mrs. E. Richardson, Hotel Beatty, E. Gresford .
C. Lawrence, General Carrier, E. Gresford.
A. & M. George, Butchers, E'. Gresford.
S. Drinkwater, Butcher, E . Gresford.
James' Store, Storekeepers, E. Gresford.
Neville Sellens, General Carrier, E . Gresford.
W. Barr , Baker, East Gresford.
Ray Chesworth, Radio Sales, E . Gresford.
Collison & E.v erett, Garage Props., E. Gresford.
Commercial Banking Co. of Syd. Ltd., E . Gresford.
Brooker, Lindeman , Carr & Co. (R. B. Capp ), E. Gresford.
R. H . Taylor & Co. Pty. Ltd ., Machinery Agents, Maitland .
R. R. & P . F. G. Wallis , Chemists, Maitland.
Lee & Lewis Pty. Ltd., Auctioneers, Maitland.
Jack Ribee, Saddler, Maitland.
Hingston's Cascade Cafe, Maitland .
The Hunter Valley Co-Operative Dairy Co. Ltd. , Newcastle .
Neal Hardware Co., Hardware Merchants, Maitland.
Pullins Home Furnishers Pty. Ltd., Maitland .
Butler & Pryke Co. Ltd., Produce Merchants, Maitland.
William C. Caines Pty. Ltd. , Produce Merchants , Maitland.
J . Kirkwood & Co. Pty. Ltd. , Produce Merchants, Maitland.
J. Sission, Draper, E . Gresford.
The Maitland Mercury, Printers , Maitland.
Mr. and Mrs. J . Sivyer.
Mr. and Mrs. H . Sales.
Mr. and Mrs. N. Ashard.
Mr and Mrs. L . L . Hopson.
Mr. and Mrs. D. Lawrence.
Mr. and Mrs. E . Warwick.
Mr. and Mrs. G. Warr.
Mr and Mrs. H. George.
Mr. and Mrs . C. Joliffe.
Mr. and Mrs. H. Longbottom.
Mr. and Mrs. W. Brooker.
Mr. and Mrs. R. Russell.
Mr. and Mrs. P. Thomas.
To all those local people who have given so generously of their
time and energy, to make the centenary a success, we express
heartfelt thanks.
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