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GREETINGS TO ALL FOR 1985...
and what better way for the
New Year to begin than to see
the complete restoration of
the "ROYAL OAK INN" and the
opening of a new business in
the town!

For many years the building at No. 18 King Street had been
used a residence with an everchanging list of owners. - At one time
in the 1970's it was even thought to be unsafe and in danger of
falling down... there was even talk of having the building demolish-
ed, but fortunately Dungog Council was prevailed upon to have
seismic tests done and the building was eventually pronounced safe
and solid. Although some owners made small efforts at repairs the
condition of the building still declined.

Then in 1993 the building was again up for aucticn and a young
man with a passion for restoring old houses was the successful
bidder. As soon as he was able Rick Gotley of Wyong began restor-
ation work, and with the help of two older tradesmen, equally
interested in old buildings, progress soon became apparent.

Loads of old timbers were taken away, and consignments of new
materials arrived on the scene. The Balcony, added to the house

in the early 1800's, was completely demolished and re-built exactly
as it was when new, and eventually cedar doors, window frames,

and skirting boards were replaced to grace the rooms as they did

so long ago. Modern conveniences have been added to blend with

the old-world charm of the house, making a comfortable home with

an interesting past. The "ROYAL OAK INN" has now been leased to

a friendly young couple, Trevor and Bronwyn Piddingten who have
opened an Antigue shop... so a new chapter begins for the old house.

EARLY HISTORY.....

The map of the village drawn up in 1833 shows the Allotment
No 6 as belonging to Donald McIntyre whilst Allotment NO 5 was
owned by Walter H. Windyer, and both blocks had been obtained by
grant. By July of 1845 both blocks had been purchased by Dr.
Isaac Scott Nind, whose services were retained by the Colonial
Government to watch over the health of the convicts in the area.
In his leisure time Dr. Nind was an ardent collector of wines, and
plans for his house featured a large cellar in which to store his
collection. The cellar was excavated and lined with sandstone
blocks to make a splendid storeroom for his wine, much of which
had been acquired by the Doctor from abroad. The house was con-
structed with the kitchen, classed as outbuildings on the adjoining
block, and connected to the main house with a covered walkway.

In 1851 the first mention is made of the building being known
as the "ROYAL OAK INN" and Dr. Nind was using the premises as his
residence. In 1853 William Morris Reade purchased the property
from Dr. Nind and operated a wine and spirit store until 1858
when he returned to England. The Inn was then purchased by
Edward William Long who continued to operate the business until
he died in March, 1864. The property passed to Ellen, John and
Joseph Long and Daniel Long was listed as Licencee of the Inn.
From 1867 to 1871 Ellen Long is listed as Licencee, even though
she had married Jeremiah Michael O'Connell in 1868. In 1870
the Inn again changed hands and James McCormick became the owner.
In 1876 the Licence had again changed hands and Ellehan Puxty
was listed as owning the Inn.



It is not known how much longer the Inn licence was retained,
or to what use the building was put in the following years.
It is known however, that at the turn of the century the building
was used for some time as the office of the newly established
Paterson Branch of the Commercial Banking Co. of Sydney. The Bank
traded in the building until their own premises were built, on
the corner of King and Duke streets. It is not so long ago that the
Bank's advertisement could be still clearly seen on the wall of the
building, but sadly, the last coat of paint has obliterated the
sign.

About 1910 Mr. William John McGill purchased the property and
the detached kitchen was converted to a Butchers shop. The McGill
family continued to operate a butchery business on the site for
the next 60 odd years, until Grandson Ross, found the economic
conditions of that time too much to contend with and cleosed the
business in the early 1970's.

The house remained home to the McGill family until 1965 when Neva,
Grand-daughter of William John passed away at the age of 65.

Once again the Inn had a succession of owners over the years
who did not seem to have the know-how or means to locok after the
building.

Now all has changed, thanks to Rick and his workers the Inn
has entered a new era of grace and comfort. The antique shop with
its wonderful collection of treasures from the past is an ideal
business for the old building, and we wish Trevor and Bronwyn
all the best with their new venture.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS. ...

1. Information on the early owners and Licencees of the "Royal Oak
Inn"supplied by owner, Rick Gotley, from the property deeds.

2. Information on the McGill family was supplied by Ross McGill.

3. Copy of John William McGill's Obituary which appeared in
Maitland Mercury of 18th Jan.1930, supplied by Jack Sullivan,
Merewether.

PAULINE CLEMENTS,

EDITOR. .
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ST PAUL'S CHURCH SCHOQL PATERSON: VAL ANDERSON

In October 1993 at a MAA meetlng at Newcastle Regional Museum.
Dawn Pearse of Wyongah passed’ % Paterson reference about her great
grandfather George William Browne. At our AGM in February, Robyn
Cowan, local storekeeper and Society stalwart was very excited

as she was also a decendant of G B W!

BROWNE - George William - TEACHER

George William Browne was born on October 5 1833 at Maidstone

in the County of Kent. Wanting to qualify for the ‘teaching
profession George William finished his education at the College
of Perceptors. Because, he like many others beforehim, had a
"chest weakness" it was believed that a "sea voyage plus a

warmer and drier climate" would be of benefit to him.

George William embarked on the SS Antelope arriving at Sydney
Cove on September 2 1853, the voyage taking six months. From Sydney
Cove he journeyed to the Murray River where his uncle, Sydney

J Watson had a station called "Wolway Station" near Tarcutta.
Having letters of introduction from successful squatter, Sir

John Hay, George William returned to Sydney Cove commencing

a small school at"Cecil Hills" on property belonging to Judge
Wylde (the Lord Chief Justice of NSW) in the Liverpool area.
George William was paid in kind receiving eggs, cabbages, geese
and whatever other kinds of foods available.

It was at "Cecil Hills' that George William met Eleanor Ann
Batman who was to become his wife. They were married May 16 1856
at St John's Presbyterian Church, Paddington.

Approximately 1862, the Browne family moved to Tottenham Park
south of St Mary's where once again George William established

a small school of his own.

In 1866 George William joined the staff of the Board of National
Education teaching at Llandillo, north of Penrith, near Richmond.
The Browne family worshipped at South Creek, St Mary's at

St Mary's Magdalene Church. In 1869 George William was instructed
to commence a retraining course this being done at Fort Street
School, Sydney. Following this he accepted a teaching position
at St Paul's Anglican Church School at Paterson, under Cannon

J W Addams. It was whilst the Browne family were living at
Paterson that George William was awarded an Exhibition Medal

for work he had done with 8000 silkworms! George William received
this award in 1873.

In 1874 the Church School closed and the Browne family moved to
the Wollombi area where George William taught at Laguna for seven
years; 1882 George William and family moved to Elderslie near
Branxton doing a "straight swap" with the former teacher; 1883 to
Whittingham near Singleton; 1884 Markwell near Bulahdelah; <1887
to Williamtown and 1889 to the end of 1893 when George William
retired were spent at Chichester.

Following his retirement George William and his wife bought a
house in Stockton which they named "Fernidge". Eleancor Ann died
June 16 1908 aged 70 years and George William died at Minnie
Shelton's (his daughter) at Chichester October 21 1912 aged 79 years.

Both are buried at Stockton Cemetery.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT:

Condensed from - "The Shelton Story - From Ruddington to
Australia 1779 to 1988" - QOlive M Dawes

Sketch of the small church building which

occupied the corner of King and Duke Streets

from about 1840. In 1892 the block was sold

to the Commercial Banking Company Ltd, but for
many years prior the small stone building had been
used as a church and school.

Taken from the Society's only photograph.
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SALOME KEPPIE'S DIARY - EXTRACTS - MABS KEPPIE

1868 - Oct 2nd We came to live at the Royal Oak (MN Oct Vol 1#5)

1868 - Nov 27th The School of Arts men had a concert in the
0dd Fellows Hall on Thursday night. 12 stayed at our
place (Royal Oak) for tea. =

1869 - 26th Nov. E Gordon left Mrs Puxty at the Royal Oak.
Went by Fry to Maitland.

1877 - 16th Nov. Orange men held their meeting at my place
Friday night. Tea for 40 - paid £2.0.0 for rooms -
paid 5/-

1882 - W Keppie released John Isaac from Maitland Jail.
Paid £3 - 7th Nov

1888 - 14th Dec John Isaac died in E Maitland jail from heart
disease helped on by intemperance

1888 - Jan 4th Doctor Webb came to board at Mrs Puxtys

1889 - 8th Sept - Willie, Percy, Wal and self rode to Monibung
Falls

MAITLAND MERCURY EXTRACTS: JACK SULLIVAN - MM 11. 72192
MM 28. 7.1921

.Mm Resoued fr‘om-' D}Qmﬁg.‘/mn;/

A- State vouth, Herbert Hinds ‘em-
ploved” by Mr, Edward Jacksaqn, of
““Clarendon,” Paterson. was  rescued
from a watery grave on Saturday last
through™ the prompt action of Master
Stanley Try. son of Mr, H. A. Iry, of
‘Paterson. It appears the youth Hinds
in crossing the river in a boat’over-
balanced and fell into the water, and
4&9“grjnmﬂﬁ£~%ﬂ*ﬂ“ﬁnT*hc‘ﬂ?ng—ﬂUUnfin'
difficulties. Master Fry bearipg *the!
splash,. and noticing ' the unfortunate
hoy -in the water, gc-ﬁvested himself of
his clothing and swam into mid-stream
and at considerable risk to himself res-.
cued the drowning boy, just as he was
sinking. -He ~was unconscious iyhen
dragged  ashore, --but . Young Iry
promptly nnd effectively applied meth:
ods of resuscitation. Medical aid was
sought and.after receiving attention
‘Hinds” was - sufficiéntly recavered to
‘walk home: Master Try is to bé cam-
plimented. - tpon -his prompt and high-
1y commendableTaction, " :

1t 'was declded that o subscrip-
tion list Le opuned for the purpore of
presenting Master Stanley Fry with a
medal,. suttably inscribed, for  his
heroic action in rescuing Master rlor-
pvert Hinds from drowr‘ng in tho
Paterson River on the afterficon of
the Ath instant, - M-THES. ARZ( T AU

CEDAR PRICES ON THE PATERSON IN 1811 - SHEILA COOTE from her

research on "LEMON GROVE"
Price of cedar on 25.11.1811 went from 1 1/2d to 3d per super foot!
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