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GRFf,- ,NGS TO ALL FOR '995. 
"

and what better way for the
New Year to begin than to see
che corpleLe re s lo 'o L ion of
the "ROYAL OAK INN" and the
ooening o a new b.rs i 'ess in
the town !

For many years the bui fd ing at  No. 18 King street had been
used a residence with an everchanging l is t  of  o lvners.  At  one t ime
in the 1970's i t  was even Lhought to be unsafe and in alanger of
fa l l ing down,. .  there was even talk of  having the bui ld ing 

' lemol ish-ed, b; t  for tunately Dungog counci l  was prevai led upon to have
seismic tests done ind the bui ld ing was eventual ly pronounce' l  safe

and sol id.  Al though some oivners made smal l  ef for : ts at  repairs the
condi t ion of  the bui ld ing st i l l  decl ined.

Then in 1993 the bui ld ing was again up for auct ion an' l  a young

man with a passion for restoring old houses rvas the successful
bidder.  As soon as he was able Rick Gotfey of  wyoog began restor-
ation l tork r and rdith the help of two olaler tradesri: 'en, equally

interesleal  in old bui ld ings,  progress soon became apparent '
Loads of  o ld t imbers were taken away'  and consignments of  new

mater ia ls arr iveal  on the scene. The Balcony, added to the house

in the ear ly 1900's,  was completely demol ished and re-buiLt  exact ly

as i t  was wien new, and eventuat ly cedar doors,  v indow frames,
and skirt ing: boards-were replaced to grace the rooms as they did

so long agoi Moclero conveniences have been aal ' led to blend with

the ofd-wor1d charm of the house, na4(ing a comfortable home with

an interest ing past.  The "ROYAL OAK INN" has no\d been leased to

a fr iendly young couple, Trevor and Bronltyn Piddingion who have

opened ao_ni t igue shop.. .  so a new chaptel  begins for  the old house'

EARLY HISTORY..  . . .

The map of  the v i l tage drawn up in 1833 shows the Al lotment

No 6 as belonging to Donald McIntYte whi.Isl Al lotment No 5 \das

owned by wal t6r i .  windyer,  and both blocks had been obtained by

grant.  By July of  1845 both blocks haal  beeo purchased by Dr '

isaac sco-t t  x i id,  whose services were retaine' l  by the Colonial

covernment to watch over the health of the convicts in the area'

rn his le isure t ime Dl.  Ninal  vTas an aralent col leclor of  wines'  an' l
p iat t r  to.  h is house featureai  a large ce11ar in-which to store his

io l lect ion.  The cel lar  was excavated and l ined ! ' r i th san' lstone

blocks to make a splenalid storeroom for his wine, mlrch of which

had been acquired by the Doctor from, abroad' The house was con-

structed wi ih tne k l tchen, c lassed as outbui ld ings on the adjoining

block, and connected to the main house with a covered walk! '7ay '

rn 1851 the f i rst  ment ion is made of  the bui ld ing being: knolYn

as the "ROYAL OAK INN" and Dr. Ninal l tas using the premises as his

residence. rn 1853 wi l l iarn Morr is Reade purchased the property

from Dr.  Nind and operated a ! . t ine and spir i t  store unl i l  1858

when he returned to Engitand. The Inn was then purchased by

Ednard wilt ian Long who continueal to operate the busr'ness unti l

he died in March, i864. The property passed to El len,  John an' i

Joseph f,onq anal Daniel Long wis l isted as t icencee of the Inn'

From 1867 40 18?1 El ten Long is l is ted as Licencee'  even though

she haal  marr ied Jeremiah Michael  o 'connel l  in 1868'  rn 1870

the Inn agaid changeal hands and James Mccorrnick became Lhe owner'

rn 1876 t ie Licenc; had again changed hands and El lehan Puxty

was l is ted as owning the Inn.



I t  is not known how much longer the Inn l icence !.as retaineai,
or to what use the building was put io the fol loeting years.
I t  is  known however,  that  at  the lurn of  the century the bui ld ing
was useal for some time as the off ice of the nelr ly established
Paterson Branch of the Commercial Banking Co. of Sydney. Ihe Bank
traded in the building unti l  their own premises wexe buift^pn
the corner of  King and Duke streets.  f t  is  not  so longago that the
Bank's advert isement could be sti l l  clea!1y seen on the wal-I of the
bu-i lding, but sadly, the last coat of paint has obli terated the

About 1910 Mr.  wi l t iam John McGil I  purchaseal  the property and
the detached kitchen i.ras convelted to a Butchers shop. The Mccil ' l
farni l , ] l  continueal to operate a butchery business od the site for
the nett 60 odd yearsr unti l  Gfandso! Ross. found the economic
conali t ions of that t ine too nuch lo cootend with and closed the
business in the ear ly 19?0's.
The house lemained home to the Mcci1l family untiL 1965 when Neva,
crand-daughter of wil l iam John passed away at the age of 55.

once again the Inn had a succession, of oqnels ovel the years
who did not seen to hav'e the know-how or means to look after the
bui  Id ing,

Now all  has changgd, thanks to Rick and his t{orkels the Inn
has entered a nelr ela of grace ancl comfort. The antique shop lr i th
its eronderful col lection of treasures from the pas! is an ideal
businesg fo! the old building' and 1,.e wish Trevo! and Blonwyn
all the best vJith lheir new ventule.
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1. Information on the early owners and Licencees of the "Roya1 oak
Inntsuppl- ied by owner, Rick Gotley, f , lom the property deeds.

2. Information on lhe Mccil l  family was supPlied by Ross McGiIl .

3. copy of John wit l iam McGi11's Obituary which appeared in
Mait land Mercury of  18th Jan.1930, suppl i .ed by Jack sul l ivan'
Merewether.
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ST PAUL'S CHURCH SCHOOL PATERSON: VAL ANDERSON
@ at Nelrcast le Regional  Museum'
Dawn Pearse of  Wyongah passed- 'e Paterson reference about her great
grandfather George t i i l l iam Browne. At ourAGM in febiuary '  Robyn
cowan, Iocaf score\eeper and SocieLy sEafharE was verv exciLed
as she \das olso a decendanc or G B W!
BROWNE - George Wil l iam - TEACHER
@ october 5 1833 at  Maidstone
in Lhe Courty of  Kenc. wanLing to qual i fy foa the Ledchi  ng
profession George wi l l iam f in ished his educat ion at  the Col lege
. r  pe. .anfor<,  Eecause. he I  i !^  

- r .v 
d-Larc he€.)rFl_:-n,  hdd a

,  . - - -  L- l  i -  
- ,1 

l -  Fl-  F "ca6 v-vaoe oLus a

warmer and alr ier  c l imate" would be of  benef i t  to him.
Geor.ge wi l l iam embarked on the ss Antelope arr iv ing at  sydney
.^r ,6 

^n 
<onF6mri6r ,  tAq? |  hc w^w:.a rrk i  hd ei  v m6nrl-c r- .a cvda6..

co\e he journeyed Eo t ' re i \4urray River w^ere hLs uncle,  Sydney
J Watson had a stat ion cal led " l ' ip lway Stat ion" near Talcr l t ta.
Hi\  i . -  l6r--6-< 

^!  
i lFr^/ j  

^+r^h 
.  

' , : ' ' -er? Sir

John Hay, ceorge t" l i1 l iam returned to Sydney cove commencrng
a smalf  school  at"Ceci l  Hi ]1s" on property belonging to Judge
! , . . r ,16 / !16 r^rr  ^Fio- rr lcF:.a 

^f  
\SW) rr  -h-  t i . ,arnool  area.

George Wil l iam was paial  in k ind recej ,v ing eggs, cabbages, geese
and whatever other k inds of  foods avai lable.
I l  was at  "Ceci l  Hi l1st  that  George Wil l iam met Eleanor Ann
Batnan who was to bgcome his wi fe.  They were marr ied May 16 1856
ac St John's PresbyterLan C_Lrch, Paddington,
Approximately 1862, the Browne fami ly moved to Tottenham Park
south of  St  Mary 's where once again George wi l l ian establ ished
a snal l  school  of  h is own.
In 1866 George wi l l iam joined the staf f  of  the Boald of  Nat ional
n.,1.^t- i^n r-e-.hi  nd iF t , lEnr:1- r  .^r-h ^c Dor- i -h .ear Richmono.

The Browne fami ly worsh. ipped a!  South creek, St Maly 's at
St Mary's Maqdalene church, In 1869 George wi l l ian was instructed

> r-- f . in-  -h i"  h^iad . l .na r f  Fort  s l reet
school  ,  Sydney- Fo-L.Lowin9 Lt- is he accepted a E.eaching posiLior
at  St  Paul 's Angl ican Church School  at  Paterson, under cannon
J w Addans. It  was wh.i lst the Browne family l tere l iving at

r . r ; r r ram was awarded an Exhibi t ion Medal
for work he haal  done !" i th 8000 si lkwormsl George Wil l iam received
this award . io 1873 -
In 1874 the Church Schoof c losed and the Browne fami ly moved to
the woffombi area where George Wil l ian taught at Laguna for seven
years;  1882 ceorge wi l l iam and fani ly moveai  to Eldersl ie near
Branxton aloing a "straight swap" r . r i th the formel teacher;  f883 to
Whit t ingham near Singleton; 1884 Markwel l  near Bulahdelah; c1887
to wi l l iamto\rn and 1889 to the end of  1893 when George wif l iam
r6t i .aI  w6-6 snFi l  a-  C!" : .hester.

FoLlowing his reLirement George wi l l iam and his wl fe bought a
house in stockton rvhich they nameal "Fernialge".  Eleanor Ann dieal
June 16 1908 ageal  70 years and George wi l l iam al ied at  Minnie
shel ton's (his daughter)  at  chichester october 21 1912 aged 79 yeals.
Both are bur ied
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT :
condEnsEa-T;o'r - "The shelLon Story -  Fronr cuddingEon to

Austral ia 1779 to 1988" -  o l ive M Dawes
SkeEch of  the sma- I  church buLld;ng which
occupied the corner of  King and Duke streeEs
from about 1840. In 1892 lhe block was solal
to Ehe Commercial  Banking Company Ltd,  bLt  ror

n. i^r  fh^ cm:l l  c{-^ha h'r ; ld ind n: .1 h.e.

used as a church and schoo -
Taken Tron cne Society 's only ohoLograph.



SALOME K EPPIL'S DI ARY - [X-RA'TS : MABS KEPPIE

68 - ocf f i  ooyal  oa,(  ( \4N oc!  vol 1+s)
. r868 -

place (Royal  Oak) for  tea.
1869 -  i6th Nov. E Goralon lef t  Mis Puxty at  the RoyaL oak-

Went bY FrY to Mait land.
1877 -  16th Nov. orange men held their  meet ing at  my place

Friday night.  Tea for 40 -  paid e2.0-0 for  rooms _

paid 5/-
i l  xepple released John Isaac from Mait land JaiL.
Paid e3 -  7th Nov
14th Dec John Isaac died in E Mait land ja i l  f rom heart
disease helped on by intempelance
Jan 4th Doctor Webb came to board al  Mrs Puxtys
Bth sept -  wi lL ie,  Percy,  Wal and sel f  rode to Monibr ' rng

Nov 27th The School  of  Arts men had a concer!  1n l :he

Odd Fel lows Hal l  on Thursday night.  12 stayed at  our

1BB2

]BB8

1888
1889

MAITLAND MERCURY EXTRACTS: JACK SULLIVAN - MM 11.
MM 28.

' 4/ - /tl4''rJ

-/u/n lLesoired. ltom rno.q rgr/y'?/q4

]:'5lqmdl4rblfi clio",

.A Statc routh. Hcrbort l l indd'crl-
pio*.o.t h* .\t;, Fllwnrd Jackson, of
i,Ciarcnd'on," Pnrcrrort. rvns rescucd
from ar'\ator.! '  gr'],vo on SatuJdtJi inst
throrrc,h tho irobpt nction of Mostor
Stnnl& Frv, i,o1 ot lfr. II. A. FrY, of
Ircicrs"cu. 'I l  nppears the 1-our[ ]I intls
in cro.sinE thc rivcr in o. lront ovcr_
l,nlanccd i-rrd fcll into Uhe rvatcr' anrl

ipinr:'irn"ble-+o--.t"irrt-brlros xcon-rn_
aim&tiies: Maitol Fr] ' bcrri;g '!he'
snlash- and rioticine' tho unforlunnto
ii",-tl ino-- *"1,4;, tii""toa himsait of
hii <lothing. and 

- 
a\r'nm. i!rto ,mid-Flronnl

nnd rt con-sidernlvlc risk to himself rcs'
cupd the drovning ba5' jrrst ib l lo (trs

"intaing. 
IIo 'tcri i unconscious rYhcl)

diaggnd nshoro' -hut lo-unq ! rT

""#ittt 
nntl offcetivcll' npplicd mcth'

Itd" 6t."""""*it i tt ion. Nedicol nid wns

-,iqhi 
n"a^"tto" reeciving ntt 'cntion

m'ia"' rt,i r suJfrcicnllv rccovelod ki

--olt 
- Lo-o': Mnstcr lrt is to bi com:

"ri-'"tt"a" 
nnna- itL*. p"pmpt nnd high-

l !  r \"aa i locldod Lhst.e tubscr in-
don llst lre oDoncd for tLc purDoFe ol
D;6ent lna l lsstai  Stnnley Fry $l l l t  n
;redal.  nuttnl ly lnRcrlbc( l '  for hl3
hcrolc rct lod tn re6ct l lng.Muter i tor-
bert  l l tnds tron dro\\ t rng t I !  tho
Potor-sorr Rlvet on tho qfterngo: l  .of
r l rc 0Lh lnstsnt.  f i  m 1l tJqt.4s/1tqJ

CEDAR PRTCES ON THE PATERSON IN 1B1I _ SHEILA COOTE from her
research on "
I  l /2d to 3d

LEMON GROVE"
per super r  ooEPrice of  cedar on 25.Ll .181f went f rom
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