
























Mrs. Fowler commented: 
. . . . I do not remember let:ters more than twice (fur 

Lawinsbroolt Station) being sent to this offi.ce. Dr. Parkes Es
tate has obeen known as Lewinsbrook Oreeik for these years past. 
Lewl.nSbrook Township in which the Post Ofifice is established 
as such is laid down an the map - an tll.e Allyn River not -
!Brook." 

!Mrs. !Fowler added that the inha.billants of Lewlnsbrook Creek 
ceived their letters from Gresford Post Ollfi.ce. 

rrhe name "Lewinsbrook" was cba.nged to "Allym.brook" on 1st No
vember, 18719. 

Mrs. Fowler resigned as postmistress on 31st March, 1880, because 
of her "advancing years." 

Applicants for the vacant position .included William J. Collinson 
and John Gly.nn. Their aJWlidaltions were suro>orted by petitions. 

Oollinson's residence was described as being opposite the post o.tlfice. 
Glynn's '"naw and well built house" wa..s 

''IHalving a f•rontage to the main road from Gresford to Eccles
ton wlso to the junctions of two branch roads viz to Upper !Pat
erson and Upper Will.i.am.s Rivers respectively and is little over 
18. quarter of a mile from the present Post Office, and on the 
sa!me side of the River." 

!Mrs. M. IE. Glynn wrote from "Oaer.gurle Public School, Allyn Brook" 
on 16th !Maroh and aipplied for appoinCment as postmistress. Thls she 
advised would involve the removal of the office to 'the School, the resi
dence of her husband, a distance of about three-quarters of a mile Jower 
down on tile river than the site of the old post oruice. 

Mrs. Fowler withdrew her resi.gnation on 22nd iMarch, but on 1st 
November, 1•880, again resigned. 

IEI.i2l8.belli Ann TdWns and Edward Bird, both of Allynbrook, for
warded applications fur appointment as postmaster. 

POST OFFICE AT ISOHOOL 

Mrs. Mary Glynn was appointed postmistress on 3rd Janu
ary, 1881. Her sureties were J. J .. Glynn, husband, M. M. G!ynn, con
m-a.ctor, and Willi!am Wlrite, auctioneer, all of Allynbrook. The salary 
was still £15 per annum. 

The appointment of Mrs. Glynn resuJted in a petiiton protesting 
against "having the post of!fi.ce removed .£rom the township where it 
has been for 15 years, and where it 'Was most conveniently situated to 
all parties, whereas if removed t'O Caergurrle it is only corwenient to a 
fei.W and when there is a fresh in the river we cannot cross and the few 
at Caergurle side can go to Gresfo.rd for their mail." 

lAs the aJPPOintlnent of Mrs. Glynn had been <:cmllpleted no further 
action was taken. 

[..ead.ing signatures on the petition were U\ose ol. Rd>el't Hancqck, 
freeholder, Rdchard -B. Boydell, and Ohalrles Lee. ./ 

IFollo'wing Glynn's transfer to another school, Mrs. Glynn resigned, 
and recom:mended her assistant, Miss O'ISh.anassy, as her successor. 

Miss Mary F. O'oShanassy was appointed postmistress on 1st June. 
1881, with a salary of :£IUS per annwn. Her sureties were William White 
and !Michael G.liynn. 

TELEPHONE 

Although the early records are incomplete, it is known that in 19'11 
a private teJephone line was connected to the Allynbrook Post Office. 
The slllbscrl:ber fur this line :was R. B. Boydell. 

No doubt an '01!ficial telephone had .been CQl'l.Ilected to the oflfice 
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earlier, for the sending and of tele.gorams. 
In 1911 the following figures were provided: 

Articles posted 00000000 00.-oo. 00000000 22,'217 per annum 
Mail received and despatched oo.-oo. .2,80& per annum 
Telegrams sent and received oooo'oo 00 '561 per annum 
Money Order transactions 00000000 000000 00 64 p er annum 
!Private telephone lines 00000000 one 00000000 R . B. Boydell 

In 19'11 switching was done at Allynbrook for four lines: 
(a) !Paterson, East Gresfo rd, Gresford and Vacy. 
(lb) IMt. Rivers, Lostock. 
(<:) Bonnington Pa.rok, Halton, Eccleston. 
(d) Oaergurle. 

A telephone ex.change wa:s instaJled late in 1914 or early in 1915. 
The earliest list of subsorib.eNI a.vailable is that which appeared in the 
telephone directory for December, 1914: 

.AiLL YN!BROOK 
(9 a.m. to 6 p.m.) 

Daily (Sundays and /Holidays excepted) 
171M !Bogan, T., "A.nnsgrove" 
4 Boydell, R. B. 
8 Hancook, Thos. R., "Orange Grove" 
7 J Hopson, E., "Sevenoaks" 
E ccleston 'Warr, J. C. 

LONG SERVoiCE 
A break oocurred in the records between the 18SO's and eM"ly 1900's. 

However, it is known that IM.iss O'Shanassy, rwhose advancing yeau 
made the work difficult, was still postmistress in 1916. 

When Miss O'Shanassy commenced extended sick ieave, Miss C. 
B. Hancock was temporarily appointed postmistress on 6th September, 
1916. 

It is believed that Miss O 'Shanassy returned to duty on 5th No
vember, 1916. 

!Miss C. B. Hancock was appointed P oSitmistress in June, 1920, the 
allowance payable at this time being £121 per annum. 

The Olfifice was removed t.rom a point one mlle on the Eccleston 
side of the iPubli.c School to new acconunodation near the School dur
ing 19212. 

!Miss E. D. Hancock was appointed !Postmistress on 1st June, 19149. 
!Mrs. M. J. Litch<fieJd succeeded Miss Hancock on 1st April, 1966. 

On this date the office was removed to Mrs. Litchfield's residence, a 
distance of approximately 500 yards. 
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EARLY HISTORY OF THE DISTRICT OF All YNBROOK 

THE ABORIGINALS OF ALLYNBROOK lAND 
SURROUNDING DISTRICTS 

Extracts from "The Ea.rli~t Inhabitants - Aborigin.a,l Tribes of Dungog 
Port Stephens a,nd Gresfurd" by Gordon Bennett 

"Dr. McKinlay (distinguished scientist, anthropologist and .medico 
that made !Dungog hi:s home during the best .part of the first half of 
last century •. reported that, 'in rthe early 'thirties .... there were about 
250 bla.cks in the Valley of the Williams. Across the range, on the 
watershed of the Paterson, was another, and an important branch of 
this tribe with wh()ITl the natives of the IDungog district intermarried 
and Dr. MdK'inlay and Mr. J . W. •Boydell record that these tribes mar
ried a!so with tho£e of the tribes on the Gloucester watershed." 

"The Gealwe-gal Tr~be, whose country was p&~rt of the Valley of the 
Hunter . . . . also intermarried with thooe of Maitland . . . . and Pat
erson River." 

"They were al:way.s in dread of war with the Kamilaroi, a fierce 
and w81rli'ke tribe who followed dawn the headwaters of the Hunter, from 
the Ta~bragar to Nunmurra •Waters and even occasionally made raids 
as far as Jerry's Pllains." 

IBEIUJFIFS: .. In one case r.ecorded .by Mr. Boyden, at Gresford, a 
blackfel!ow was under the belief that when passing a gr81Ve, the ghost 
of the man that had been burled, had magically thrown a .pebble at 
him, and he considered that he was thereby marked for death." 

IBU<RDAL CtJSrrOiMS: Dr. MCKinlay describes, "that, at Gresfurd, 
when the grave, which was very neatly dug w ith the crudest of imple
ments, IWas of sufficient depth., a man got into it and •tried it by lying 
dawn at full length. The body, neatly tied up in bark, was carried to it 
by friends of the deceased . .Befo re !being lowered into the grave, the 
medicine man, standing at the head, .spoke to the ather medicine men 
at the foot. Aill articles of the deoeased were burled with him, and 
every black present contrilbuted something to the collection. All things 
were placed at the dead man'& head, and the grave then tilled." 

"VeneNIIbles, and men of distinction, were buried with much cere-

E. IS. Smith driving his solid-tyred "Jefferey" Truck, tra.nspor1ing 
orangoo, in 1918. Photo taken at Howa.rd Smith's present property 

''Whitfield". 
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mony, but ordinary members of the tribe, and females, were disposed 
of in a perfunctory manner." 

BLACKSMITH'S SHOP AND UNDERTAKER 
.Many years ago Mr. Bert Smith, and previously his father, opena.t

ed a blacksmith's shop and undertaking business in Allyn:brook. 
In plying his trade "Ye olde village :unithy" would heat the steel 

by means of a cha.rcoa:l fue and blower or hand t;>ellows, then fas!'llon 
it on the anvil, with. hammer and tongs, into a multitude of suoh articles 
as bullook-tbaws, keys and yoke !fittings, rims for wooden wheels, . horse
shoes, and various parts of all manner of implements and equJI!)I'llent 
used Slbout the farm and on the buggies, carts, suJkies and .bullock trucks 
or wag.gons used in those !bygone days. . . 

IF'or th.e undertaking side of the business, Bert used an 1mpress1Ve 
horse-drawn hearse which may now be seen, in all its splendour, at the 
G!enbawn Museum. 

SAWMILLING AT ALLYNEROOK 
iSwwmilling has alway·s been an interest of the Hancocks of ''Orange 

Grove", Allynbrook. 
The late Mr. T. R. Hancock s t arted a mill at Gresford close to the 

old brickyard. 
On the day World War I was declared the late Mr. W. Archinal 

~oaded on to his bullock t-eams the steam engine from the old flour 
mill near Paterson wharf and took it t o the late T . R. Hancocks' prop
erty at Upper Allyn. There, he, and later his two sons, R ichard and Alex, 
managed a sawmill for many years. 

In August, 194.8, Alex wpplied to the !Fores try Commissi~n for a 
lioence to operate a mill at Allynbrook. He began his electrwally op
erated mill ln June, 1949. 

The softwoods and hardwoods that are cut and planed for the local 
market are brought in on modern timber j inkers. Only once in the hi~
tory of this mill was a bullock team used, it was driven by Bruce 
Smith, of Allyrubrook. 

!Before World War n the late Nonman J oliffe conducted a sawmill 
on the Allynbrook Road near the present home of Mrs. A. Dark. 

SOAP FACTORY 
iMany years ago Allynbrook had a soap facto ry. It was s ituated 

near the second bridge in .A!llynbrook. 
This factory was operated .by an American called King. He married 

one of the Late George Hancock's daughters ( the 1nte T. R.. Hancock's 
sister). 

A t first the premises were used as a distille ry to ext ract eucalyptus 
oil from the gum leaves. Later he changed t o mant' facturing soa.p . He 
advertJ.sed his soap ( YAlNIKlEE MAGLIC) on every s li.prail fence around. 

iM!'. King later moved to QueenslaJ;~d and some of his family are r.<YW 

living in the Maryborough district. 

DISTRICT VINEYARDS 
AJlyn brook had two thriving vineyards many years ag~, belong~g 

to smith and Boyde!L The latt er family had the firs.t vmeyards m 
the district Including all the necessary equipment - presses, casks, 
etc., for pr~essing the grapes into wine. Some interesijng i~ems of thi~ 
equipment may still be seen on the present Boydel! property \Oaergwrle 

Edward B. Smith (!Councillor, Wallarobba Shire, 1942-Ml) planted 
some five acres of grwpes at the "Wheelwbout" (now awned .by Mr. Rex 
Clements), aibout 19216, three yeMs after his father's death. In 1947 
his brother, HotWard, now at "'Whitlfield", Allynbl100k, took oontrru of 
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the black muskatells. Haward reports he obtained £2 ($4-.00) .per haLf
case for the grapes in Newcastle at that time. 

In 1962 his brother, Clift:on, ran the :viney81I'ds for another two 
years, when Mr. Rex ClemeDts bought the property and converted It 
to dairying and vealer-Taising. 

Vlneya,rds of Howard Smitb at "Wheelabout", 1950. 

ST. MARY-ON-ALLYN CHURJCH, ALLYNBROOK 
This historic old church, standing near the school, was built in 1&1.4 

from stone qua.rried from the bank of the Allyn River opposite and 
ca.rted to the site on drays, pulled by bullocks. A !Mr. Green was in 
charge of buillding operations and la.bourers included, among others, 
Smiths, Hancocks and Stuokings, still wel!-kn.own names of this district. 

Originally, the building consisted of only the nave and sanctuary, 
38' x 17', the transepts being added arbout 1904 iby Tony Eb-beck. 

Mr. Green, the original architect of this church, was also responsible 
for, prior to this operation, the construction of a brick barn at "Mt. 
.Pleasant", the original Hancock property, and a stone cottage which 
stiU stands on ''Whitfield", owned by Mr. Howard Smith. 

Our old church, atl'ec;ctl9nally known simply as '"'St. Mary's", was 
consecrated by the firstr:Blshop of Australia, Willia.m Grant Broughton, 
on 26th November, 1845. A parish communion was held to mark the 
centenary on Sunday, November 25, 11946. 

TAXI AND BUS SERVICE: ALLYNBROOK- MAITLAND 
in 1913 Messrs. Grey and Hancock originated a bus service between 

Allynbrook and !Maitland, using a Ford seating some 12-plus persons. 
!Follawing World War I, Mr. Jules Barling, who served at that 

war, acquired the service which he conducted once weeldy. Mr. BaTling 
then resided in the present house of iMr. Keith Lawrence. 

Roland Smith n~t used a Dodge car on this run. 
In 1925 M•r. Charles Grant bought a new StudebBiker car and .pro

vided the .service for many years, running Mondays and Thursday. This 
service by Grant was a separate venture, so when Mr. A. C. Forster 
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bought out Roland Smith in 19f26, Allynbrook boasted two taxi services. 
Forster soon replaced the aged Dodge .with a big twin-ignition Nash, and 
plied the service Mondays and Wednesday's. He lived on the ridge soutk 
o! Mr. Bert Smith's present residence. The house was later burnt, but 
some remain1> may still be seen. 

J:t is believed Charlie Grant continued to run the service until it 
ceased about 1913{), for, by that time, people generally .o:wned their own 
pri.vate cars. 

iBIRD' S INN; ALSO KNOWN AS "BIRD'S AUSTRALIAN WINES" 
The original ()Wiler Oof this wine saloon !Was iMr. Towns, at which 

time the building was some distance back from the road. Succeeding 
owners were McCann, Ned Bird and Pat Bird in that order. 

lin 1001 the present building was erected in front of the old one, 
and consisted of four bedrooms, a long bar and three verandahs. The 
front fence facing the road was then the picturesque old "Cockatoo" 
.style. Complete with all pluml>ing the total cost of the establishment was 
some £12149 ( $498) . 

!Mr. KelVin, Inspector of Schools, then in this Slrea, used to board 
there occasionally, as did other school inspectors and stone masons. 
While there Mr. Kevin became iLl and after much persuasion consented 
eventually to ha.ving a doctor, who 1m.mediately insisted on an a.rnbu
lance tri.p to h~ita.l, but on arrival of the ambulance Kevin refused 
to leave. After several days of great agony he passed away. 
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